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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2016

Cosmatch: Proposal on the Matching Service that
Promotes Connections between Cosplayers and

Photographers in Taiwan

Category: Design

Summary

This paper mainly focuses on a service called ”Cosmatch”, which is an online
matching platform to connect, and create a relationship between, Cosplayers and
photographers in Taiwan. Significantly impacted by Japanese culture, the Cosplay
population in Taiwan has been increasing year by year, and has been developing
into a special community well integrated with local culture. In recent years,
Cosplayers in Taiwan are mostly active within their existing community, and the
structure of communication has become closed and isolated. This leads to the
reality of immobilization of participants in Cosplay filming, as well as the shortage
of photographers. Due to insufficient information on each other, it is thus difficult
to establish connections between Cosplayers and photographers outside of the
Cosplay community.

Therefore, this research is to analyze the characteristics and behaviors of the
Cosplay community in Taiwan, and to establish a service model, which is called
”Cosmatch” as mentioned above, to promote connections between Cosplay com-
munity and photographers who are reliable, sympathetic, and able to understand
Cosplay culture. ”"Cosmatch” is going to be a matching service online. By search-

ing for filming spots or Cosplay genre, its users will be able to find photographers
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that match their needs, and have contact with them safely and easily. The pro-
totype is implemented based on open source Osclass. In order to evaluate its
practicability and effectiveness, I conducted a user test on Cosplay photography
in an event held in Taiwan. According to the results of this user test, it could
be concluded that, despite the necessity of improvements on its functionality, this
service is definitely able to effectively enhance not only the opportunities for Cos-

players to encounter photographers, but also the diversity of Cosplay photography.

Keywords:

Taiwan, Cosplayer, Cosplay Photography, Subculture, Matching Service
Keio University Graduate School of Media Design

Yu Shivan Hung
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