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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2014

Digital Tablets as a Learning Base in Early Grades of
Elementary School
- The Keio Bunbougu Project -

Category: Action Research

Summary

In this research, we propose and demonstrate a teaching curriculum for children
to increase their motivation for using ICT, by studying the use of ICT through
independent learning. In Japan, there are ongoing efforts to introduce one tablet
device per one child in schools across the country, along with the establishment
of teaching plans, and discussions about fostering leadership, which are being
promoted among national and local governments, and the private sector. While
emphasis is often placed on the use of ICT as an extension of teaching methods
in each subject, a curriculum has not yet been established; nor is it included in
the current education curriculum guidelines from the perspective of " fostering
childrens’ ability to use ICT independently” as a 21st century skill. In addition,
although children are exposed to ICT from their early childhood, basic educa-
tion guidance about how to interact with ICT at school has not yet been imple-
mented. In this research, through the Keio Bunbougu Project carried out in the
early grades of Keio Gijuku Yochisha Primary School, we proposed a curriculum
that can be used in each class, using tablet devices as the childrens’ accustomed
stationery.The changes in their attitude and literacy level were observed over a
period of one year and two months: 29 times in total between September of the
first year to November of the second year. We designed a curriculum for early

grades, starting from the basic phase of how to learn each feature of the tablet
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as stationery, up to an advanced stage where they understand the meaning of in-
formation devices within an information society. Through this demonstration, we
confirmed that not only was the literacy level improved, but also that childrens’

motivation of using tablets for study had increased as a basis for learning.
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