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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2014

Development of a Learning Environment

for Diversity Education in Preschools in Japan
Category: Action Research

Summary

In recent years, the topic of “Global Education” is gaining importance in edu-
cational institutions around the world and the significance of diversity education
is being recognized. According to UNESCO ’ s ESD (Education for Sustainable
Development) standards, international understanding is a very important pillar
in education at all levels. However, only 18 Japanese kindergartens follow ESD
standards. In Japan, it is difficult to realize a learning environment, which allows
children to experience diversity and provide a multicultural experience trasncend-
ing race and ethnicity at the preschool level.

A survey of the current situation sugested that teachers, parents and early
childhood educators have a low awareness of diversity education and it s impor-
tance. In response to this situation, the “Global Kindergarten Project” set a goal
of building a new learning environment for diversity education in today * s global
society. By conducting “Internaion sessions by the children” for the children, the
aim is to provide the children with a diversity education experience and raise the
parents and teachers = of its importance. This research is part of this ongoing
project which started in 2012. “Global Kindergarten Project” is a subproject of
the Global Education Project at Keio University ~ s Keio Media Design Master ’
s program, in association with Ono kindergarten and Samidori Kindergarten in
Japan. The vision of this project is to foster cultural diversity and values in chil-
dren around the world through providing a diversity experience which extends

beyond race and ethnicity. In order to achieve this vision, this study proposes a

il



new learning environment for diversity education, for children around the world,
through distance communication using ICT. This thesis discusses a collection of
results from the creation of testing of the proposed envrionment.

This study divided the proposed new learning environment into structured cur-
riculum and unstructured curriculum. Sessions targeting children between the
ages of 3 and 6 years old were conducted, in collaboration with kindergartens in 6
countries: Japan, France, Germany, Malaysia, Spain, and Australlia. The results
of both structured curriculum and non-structured curriculum sessions tested were
positive and created a noticable change in each stakeholder (children, teachers
and parents). However, these changes differed based on the session type. As a
result, a key finding from this study is that combining both types is essential in
the creation and realization of diversity education.

This thesis wishes to contribute to the promotion of education for global society

and encourage early childhood educators to further pursue it.

Keywords:

Diversity Education, Global Education, Learning Environment, Kindergarten,
Preschool Education, ICT

Graduate School of Media Design, Keio University

Shu Tokumoto

v



