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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2013

BONE:
Design of Digital Recipe Book for Dog Owner and

Companion Dog
Category: Design
Summary

This thesis outlines the design and development of a recipe book service called
“Bone” . The service allows a pet owner and his/her dog, as a companion animal,
to stay healthy every day by enjoying the same style of daily cooking together.
A companion animal is defined as an animal with a long history of closely liv-
ing together with a human and is treated as a companion, a family member or
a friend.Bone is an iPad application which suggests daily menus based on infor-
mation such as the user’s and his/her dog’s health statuses and ingredient inputs
to the application.Through the use of this service, the user will be more careful
about his/her daily meal. By making healthy meals for the user himself/herself
and his/her companion dog, he/she will live a healthy life while spending time
with his/her dog.Furthermore, a daily record of each meal will be taken. A dog’s
meal can be made more concern free. Hence, the user’s daily life spent together
with his/her dog will be more fulfilling. The health awareness towards dogs’ meals
is raising; however, there is neither a service for pet owners to think about the
qualities of dog food through mealtimes, nor a service for spending quality times
with dogs during meals. Therefore, a digital recipe book is considered imperative,
which enables pet owners to enjoy a healthy eating habits just by eating healthy
and happily with their dogs every day.This paper presents the design of BONE

based on the fieldworks in a nursing home, Sakura no Sato Yamashina, which de-
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clares the welfare of dog companion. Furthermore, the evaluations collected from

the user studies of pet owners showed the effectiveness of BONE.
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