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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2013

A Lecture Support System for Class Participants
Category: Science / Engineering
Summary

In many traditional style of classes in universities and high schools, especially in
Japan, participants tend to hesitate to raise questions to the lecturers, and leave
the questions unresolved. Also, they may feel inconvenience in looking back to
the various information related to the class, since the information is not in one
place.

In order to improve this situation, a lecture supporting system for class partic-
ipants is proposed in this thesis. The objective of the system is to mitigate the
important problems affecting the understanding level of class participants, such
as asking questions during class, and looking back after class.

However some participants tend to post some messages through social network
services, for example, twitter and Facebook. It may be interpreted that they just
hesitate to raise questions orally.

The feature of this system is to post questions in real time and manage the
notes taken in the class in one place. To evaluate the usability of this system,
the sysyem was used in real graduate school lectures, and the data analysis was
performed. The number of questions by participants increased drastically with
the system, and the data shows that this system improves accessibility to the
information about class. For these reasons, it was concluded this system was

useful for supporting class participants.
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