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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2012

Approach to Reconstruction of Disaster Affected Areas
through Means of Urban Development Companies and

Policies

Summary

Onagawa is a small harbor town located in the eastern Miyagi Prefecture. The
greatest damage by the Tsunami was caused in the Onagawa. About a couple
of years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake, and reconstruction
projects have been started in Onagawa. Debris removal has started, reconstruc-
tion of infrastructure is proceeding, and gradually the development of minimal
life requirements is being completed. Moreover, issues such as the aging society
(demographic development) and the decay of regional industry that started before
the disaster has been further manifested by the earthquake.

Originally, local governments are responsible for the reconstruction. However,
the core of the reconstruction projects also require a great amount of local ad-
ministrative power. Local governments are required to perform operations more
efficiently than ever before, because of the shortage in human resources.

One of the approaches in regional development of the disaster affected areas is
to consider urban companies for the provincial reconstruction. Naturally, there
are many organizations that perform re-cultivation measures such as central city
urban development companies. The business of town planning companies in the
disaster affected areas, is difficult. For example, industrial revival measures should
be continued, job creation measures have to be carried out as well as business
projects and the creation of a regional brand revenue. These urban development

companies are expected to be coordinators between public and private sectors,

ii



especially the disaster affected areas where local governments are not expected to
perform perfectly.

In this paper, I am investigating and discussing about an approach on area re-
habilitation of the affected areas carried out with an urban development company

established in September 2012 in Onagawa, Miyagi Prefecture.

Keywords:

Disaster Area Activation, Regional Activation, Urban Plannning Company, Or-

ganizational theory, Regional Community

Graduate School of Media Design, Keio University

Keigo Hatayama
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