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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2012

The Development of Audio Contents for Conveying
Characteristics of Local Regions and a Proposal of

Distribution System

Summary

The local charms of many areas are drastically disappearing due to urban re-
development and increase of common chain stores. Moreover, the local history
and traditions were orally handed down for a long time but changing lifestyles
and communities makes it very difficult in these days. These trends unfortunately
cause losing uniqueness of local areas in terms of sights and traditions and his-
tories. Maintaining such a uniqueness of local area is significantly important for
tourism industries, cultural businesses, and other local activities. In this study,
I propose a system, namely ”"GBvoice,” so that people can maintain the local
uniqueness and then be familiar with the local area. GBvoice records many talks
of various experiences and knowledge of people who are familiar with the local
area. It then provides audio contents to enable users to have a vicarious expe-
rience and knowledge. The experimental results show that the audio contents
are technically reasonable for maintaining the local uniqueness and help people
to naturally talk various interesting stories. Also, a listener can be strongly in-
terested in a local area by listening to the audio while walking around the area.
Finally, I design a system of GBvoice based upon the results of these experiments.
The evaluation experiment of this system shows that the contents and system may

become useful for providing local information.
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