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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2012

Design and implementation of "Gratio"
— a tool for composition self-learning -

Summary

The purpose of this research is to develop a tool which would allow any
member of the public to conduct self-study regarding composition. The fact that,
for many people, communication until now centered on writing and speaking
forms the background of this research. However, with the spread of the computer
and internet environments, planning for visual communication in the areas
separate from words and text has become important. However, not everybody
can conduct such expression skillfully. Moreover, since visual communication
is a specialized field, it is not something that can be easily learned by anybody.
In order to resolve the above problem, this research has set the learning of
“composition,” an important element in the field of design, as its goal. Until
now, composition was learned as a specialized field from a specialist in a
school. Teachers would review what the student had created, grade it, and the
learning process would repeat itself. However, not everybody can have such
an experience, and the end result, in such an environment where the majority
of people must learn independently, is that learning is difficult. Based on these
points, I will verify the effectiveness of allowing users to use tablet PC to
perform design and implementation, learning easily by themselves when they
want in a novel way, without using any special materials or curriculums.
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