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YUSHIMARU[
Design of a Convertible Bath System Corresponding to

Various Bathing Patterns for Families with Infants

Abstract

This Paper describes the design of YUSHIMARU, a convertible bath system
corresponding to various bathing patterns for families with infants. YUSHI-
MARU provides various bathing experience which focuses on the enjoyment of
soaking in a home bathtub. YUSHIMARU creates bathroom environment ac-
cording to the number and the relationship of users. By means of changing
the bathtub shape, adjusting the ambient lighting, sound, aroma dring bath
time, YUSHIMARU attempts to satisfy different user needs. The system pro-
poses three desirable bathing styles: relaxing bath for individual, playful bath for
parent-child, and romantic bath for couple. YUSHIMARU encourages people to
bath with family, and through sharing{]bathing experience, family bonds should
be strengthened. This research is founded on an ethnographic research targeted
to an infant rearing family, and this paper is dedicated to concept design and
prototype implementation of YUSHIMARU. Based on a target user evaluation,

this research shows the consideration of system receptivity and effectiveness.
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