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ALCO:
A Television System at the Dining Room that Supports
Conversations Between Father And Child

Abstract

ALCO is a television that is situated in the dining room for families with children
in their early childhood. Through the father and child’s conversation, it promotes the
sharing of their daily activities. ALCO displays the daily photos of the child, and
changes the style of picture depending on the situation of the families conversation.
In this thesis, the author presents an ALCO system that promotes the communication
between the father and child. ALCO displays pictures of the daily life of the child during
dinner time in the dining room. By providing fun interactions while the father and child
communicate through the displayed pictures, ALCO provides an experience for the
father to improve his understanding of his child while they have a happy conversation.
ALCO enhances conversation by presenting a common subject for the father and child
to talk about by displaying pictures, and provides different interactions based on the
type of conversation they are having. In this thesis, the author refers to the design of
the ALCO system. I also discuss the effectiveness of ALCO through the validation of

the concept when used in the home.

Keywords:

The conversation of parent and child, Photograph joint ownership, Dining room,

TV application, Experience Design

Graduate School of Media Design, Keio University

Jun Yabuki
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