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Prologue:
A Service Which Builds the Relationship of Mutual Trust
Between Expecting Mother and Midwife

Abstract

This paper presents Prologue, a service that purports to build the relationship
of mutual trust between expecting mother and midwife by providing midwife with
useful information of expecting mother. Prologue exploits the same method as
maternity diary, which is a heavily used system of collecting maternity informa-
tion today, to collect data about expecting mothers, and provides midwives with
information of expecting mothers, to enable them to give advice to expecting
mothers about their life style more efficiently.

Because of the low birth rate and the lowered death rate of the child upon
birth, more emphasis is paid for mothers’ satisfaction of pregnancy life style in
Japan. It is known among professionals that psychologically fulfilled pregnancy
period leads to better child-rearing. Prologue collects, classifies, and provides
information about expecting mothers, which could not be dealt with by or un-
manageably distributed among the traditional "maternity health record book,”
maternity diary, and other medical records and information systems. Prologue
enables midwives to understand and give advice to expecting mothers efficiently

in time-constrained counseling and consultations.
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