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Abstract of Master’'s Thesis Academic Year 2011

Expression technique using participatory
picture book through digital device

Summary

Children are highly inquisitive and have the power to absorb new knowledge. In addition,
they have the imaginative ability to create their own world by reading picture book and
regularly conversing with parents and friends. "Drawing pictures on paper" or "make
something with their hands (using clay or building blocks)" were traditional method of
conveying the extend of their imagination. However, this output restricted children from
revisiting their creation for further imagination exploration. Instead of using traditional
paper output methods, placing story content on a digital device and having the children
become participants in story creation enabled them to revisit and further expand their story,
as well as a wider breadth of self expression.
lllustration and and picture books were authored for a workshop in a collaborative effort with
CANVAS, a NPO organization. From the workshops, "conveying images as a method in
expressing an outlook on the world" and "the creation of story with familiar tools enabled an
abundance of idea expression" were observed. Based on these findings, a project
called "Emakimono! Bikkuri Tamago Nomaki" was organized utilizing digital devices as a
tool for "participatory picture book expression technique". This project was meant to
observe whether the mentioned technique allowed for increased self expression and further
re visitation of story creation. Results were positive in effectively increasing the amount of
enthusiasm in sharing the children's work with others. Based on the results, a conclusion
can be made that "participatory picture book expression technique" through digital devices
was a valid method for children's picture book story development as an environment to

effectively express themselves.
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