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A Consideration of Japanese Animation Business

extending for Chinese Market

Abstract

Japanese animations are renowned in the world as a symbol of Japanese culture.
However, because of low birth rate and other reasons, the Japanese domestic
animation market tends to shrink slightly in these years. Meanwhile, China has
achieved rapid economic growth in the 21st century. With the development of
spiritual culture, the cultural industry has been attentioned as one of national
power. As China has the largest population in the world, Chinese market is
very attractive to Japanese animation. The two countires have relatively similar
cultural backgrounds as well. Japanese animations have already received high
praise in China.

However, to protect China’s domestic animation production, Chinese govern-
ment has been enforced some regulations, for example, restriction of air time
for oversea products in TV broadcasting. Although many Japanese animations
have higher quality than the most of Chinese ones, Chinese children do not have
good opportunities to enjoy them. Japanese animations have not been popular
in China yet.

This paper analyzes the current status of the animation industries in both
countries, with business market survey. Based on this, it is proposed that co-
production of animated films can reduce the regulatory barriers, and it can be
a possible business model. Through a case study with Think corporation, the

proposed model is considered and evaluated in this theses.
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