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Energy Literacy Platform :
Home Energy Management Service

by Visualizing Energy Consumption

Abstract

The Energy Literacy Platform is a system that enables individuals to know intuitively
the amount of electricity they are using. Through its introduction in everyday life, the
system naturally operates to confirm the amount of electricity consumed during the
daily actions. By having people recognize that electricity is a tangible entity, the aim
is to alter their awareness, with the expectation that, as a result of having been made
aware of it, they then seek to reduce their power consumption.

In recent years, there has been no shortage of topics regarding making things more
energy efficient. However, even though units of machinery have been made smarter in
terms of energy efficiency, it would appear that the awareness of the people who use
them has hardly progressed at all. Therefore, in this current state of affairs, a cen-
tral management style system was introduced due to revisions in departmental energy
legislation, but no such controls were set in place to regulate individual use.

In this text, we discuss the Energy Literacy Platform, designed using a design process
employing the use of an ethnographical study. Furthermore, we had average households
use the system, and through users visibly altering their awareness and having them
observe and confirm these alterations, we were able to analyse the actual process of

change in their awareness and give an account of the proceedings.
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