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Abstract of Master ~ s Thesis Academic Year 2010

Puchi Planet:
A Tangible Media Design
That Engenders Communication

Amongst Hospitalized Children
Summary

This thesis is about the development of a device that will help create conver-
sations between children who have been hospitalized for a long time and their
families. The concept behind the system is to widen the scope of hospital sur-
roundings by giving children the sense that they are traveling around the world.
In addition, the Puchi Planet was specifically designed for multiple players to
further encourage communication.

Hospitalized children experience mental strain from the loneliness and boredom
all resulted by their health condition. Puchi Planet was created to help alleviate
some of this strain by giving these children a way to travel around the world.
The children are meant to play with each other and/or their families where the
communication can be fostered through the utilization of the device. This thesis
will describe the development process of Puchi Plant from the design to the

prototype as well as the results of actual utilization by children.
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