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Abstract of Master’s Thesis
Academic Year 2009

Design and evaluation of a Semantic Pictogram Communication

Abstract

The spread of global computer networks that would disseminate information to user's
own "social media" is rapidly increasing. However, the contents and messages in the
social media that transmit text and the text-centered communication for the
expression of human emotions and describing situations can be better enhanced by the

use of visual pictograms and meaningful metaphors.

The advent of advanced mobile phones and smart phones allowed users to not only
utilize text messaging but also allow the use visually rich contents such as photos and

videos in social media through the mobile phone.

The aim of this study proposes the “PETIMOTYPE” in social communication media. It
is a system that focuses on communication aspect which enhances language based ones.
The users can form a basis with understandings of the message using their own
natural communication abilities and this study will aim they can communicate across

the language barriers.

In this paper, the pictograms were developed for helping new conversation ways as a
result of a research project that was performed by the National University of
Singapore (NUS) with Graduate School of Media Design, Keio University (KMD).

"PETIMOTYPE" which is my proposal name of new pictogram for this project describes
the design concepts and considers the relevant meaning of representation animations.
It represent the possibility of utilizing semantic pictograms as a communication way
and examines the usefulness of communication with emoticons through the design

evaluation from the user preference rating of PETIMOTYPE.

Keywords
Social Media, Semantic Pictogram Communication, Feeling Communication,

Ubiquitous Computing,

Keio University Graduate School of Media Design

Yukihiro Morisawa



