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Abstract of Master’s Thesis Academic Year 2009

The Impact of Video-Sharing Service on Decisions of Political
Party to Support and its Process
- By Analyzing NicoNico Douga for the Lower House General
Election on 2009 in Japan -

Summary

This research discussed how the video seeing and hearing affected decisions of political
party to support from a political viewpoint in NicoNico Douga. Democratic Party won a great
victory in House of Representatives general election in 2009. It is stated that the Internet
and the participatory network tool don't affect decision of political party to support and
voting behavior in the previous study. However, it is supposed that the findings of NicoNico
Douga becomes completely opposite to a general poll result because the video seeing and
hearing affects users. Therefore I set two research questions. RQ1 is "what kind of element
affects the decisions of political party in NicoNico Douga". RQ2 is "what kind of element of
the political video in NicoNico Douga gives decisions of political party to support". About
RQ1, I had a questionnaire to NicoNico Douga user about few items such as the party to
support and the media to trust and, performed a regression analysis based on findings. As a
result, I understood that the item, which a user trusted and used the Internet and the item
to see and hear the political video in NicoNico Douga gave Liberal Democratic Party support
big influence. About RQ2, I performed a discriminant analysis. The dependent variable is an
impression from videos. The independent variable is characters, the policies and so on. An
item such as the hommage of cartoon films and video games showed a big effect in an
affirmative impression. It became visible that users sympathized with a character of the
Liberal Democratic Party and the hommage at the time of the video seeing and hearing and
it led to Liberal Democratic Party support. It became clear that the user of NicoNico Douga
experienced the movie which a certain user posted and accumulated a motive of the political
party support through sharing an impression for the character of the movie. The user-led

bottom-up formation of the political attitude was performed at NicoNico Douga.

Key Word
Video-sharing Site, Democratic System, Political Party Approval Ratings, Internet, Election
Keio University Graduate School of Media Design
Yusuke Mizukami
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