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Abstract of Master’s Thesis Academic Year 2009

Constructing social media based
on experimental design

Although political discussion of today in Japan is mainly held by lim-
ited number of experts on mass-media such as publication and Broad-
casts, it is preferable that every citizens to participate in this. This essay
covers about social media called ”Policywatch” created to enhance po-
litical discussion by inculcating the idea that political discussion is daily
issue to young generations. To accomplish this goal, it was necessary
to provide an environment where people can reach to the exposition of
politics and political trend on a daily or regular basis and spontaneously
participate in policy discussions. People tend to think they have full un-
derstanding of politics just by watching TV, but this new social media
will raise awareness of the issue which politics is heavily relating to their
daily life.

For this research, I constructed social media with three elements; for-
mulating community in real life by hosting events, complementing this
community formulation using the web site, and shareing awareness of
issue widely with other media. Then I verificated the design of Policy-
watch by making three prototypes.

Keywords: Social Media, Experience Design, Politics, Policy, Discus-
sion, Media Design, Comunication

Daisuke Horiguchi
Graduate School of Media Design
Keio University
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