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Research for information sharing structure to support

patient and their families’ lives in home care*

Mizue Hayahi

Abstract

This paper will propose information sharing structure named ”cocon” for patients’
families and all the concerned as home care to support patient’s lives.By using this
system patients’ families is capable of gathering information as home medical care to
support decision making about own care policy, and receiving necessary support from
all relevant players as home care.Internet device ”cocoon” placed at patients’ home
enable patients’ family to keep information as home care themselves and share infor-
mation among all relevant players.Therefore by using ”cocon”, patients’ families can
gather necessary information from relevant players as home care and give information
to them.

As all relevant players belong to different organizations in the distance, all the pa-
tients’ records manage in different organizations. Therefore there is no information
structure for patients’ families to gather all patients’ records manage in an integrated
fashion.It is hard for patients’ families to make decision without any information about
home care, and if patients’ families can not make decision about their care policy, they
can not take necessary supports from relevant players as home care. In home care,
patients’ families required to keep their life by deciding their care policy and necessary
supports.”cocon” manage home care information in an integrated fashion so that pa-
tients’ families can figure out home care, by gathering care information from all the
relevant players as home care.

This paper will propose the information sharing structure to support patients fam-

ilies’ lives in home care by using application named ”cocoon” based on ethnographic
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field work.This paper will provide the effectiveness of the information sharing struc-
ture in home care by analyzing feedbacks from doctors, visiting nurses and home care

workers by conducting qualitative analysis.
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