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Abstract of Master’s Thesis Academic Year 2009
An amateur musician's autonomous music activity

-In the case of Japanese Hip-Hop culture-

Summary

The main focus of this thesis is on music culture. Among many music cultures
that are available, this thesis will cover hip-hop with detailed reports of cultural
research and project research in each chapter. Each chapter is set individually,
but they will all focus on hip-hop culture and surrounding people, making
references to their relationship with the media.

Hip-hop started as an American culture, but it came in to Japan during the 80s
starting off with limited supporters and community. The culture itself has
functioned autonomously due to the fact that the styles and the stances kept in
hip-hop remained as a necessity (realism, scene, record store, mixtape).

Also on the other hand, I would like to note that Internet has given a huge
1mpact to popular music generally. It also gave a huge impact to hip-hop as well.
In this thesis, we will put this situation in mind and give examples of how an
amateur artist uses the Internet as a tool for music communication. To be more
descriptive, we will bring video sharing sites such as Niconico Douga and YouTube
as an example on making communications through video, expansion within the
community made in the site, and event organization using these sites. The

summary of this thesis is a study using these communication designs
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