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We recently conducted interviews of and site visits to overseas soccer clubs to clarify the situation
of their technical staff. The three participating clubs included one in the Belgian First Division and
two in the German Bundesliga. Additionally, one university faculty member who had sent
graduates to several clubs in Germany as technical staff members was interviewed about their
actual situations. The interviews assessed two main points: first, technical staff composition and
changes over time; and second, technical staff roles and practices for the team. The number of
staff members of the three surveyed clubs had increased over the last 5 years. The two German
clubs had a psychology counselor on staff, while the Belgian club did not. One psychology
counselor actively interacted with the players on the pitch during training, while the other observed
training from off the pitch and did not immediately interact with the players. In both cases, the
interviews confirmed that the coaches’ intentions dictated their roles. In all three clubs, the physical
coaches used global positioning system devices to collect data in real time to control the training
load. The video footage used by the analysts was collected differently: some clubs had video
cameras permanently installed on lighting poles and other locations on the pitch, while others used
drones for filming. The details of the data obtained herein will be carefully managed to ensure
appropriate information disclosure.
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We recently conducted interviews of and site visits to overseas soccer clubs to clarify the situation of their
technical staff. The three participating clubs included one in the Belgian First Division and two in the German
Bundesliga. Additionally, one university faculty member who had sent graduates to several clubs in Germany as
technical staff members was interviewed about their actual situations. The interviews assessed two main points:
first, technical staff composition and changes over time; and second, technical staff roles and practices for the
team. The number of staff members of the three surveyed clubs had increased over the last 5 years. The two
German clubs had a psychology counselor on staff, while the Belgian club did not. One psychology counselor
actively interacted with the players on the pitch during training, while the other observed training from off the
pitch and did not immediately interact with the players. In both cases, the interviews confirmed that the
coaches’ intentions dictated their roles. In all three clubs, the physical coaches used global positioning
system devices to collect data in real time to control the training load. The video footage used by the analysts
was collected differently: some clubs had video cameras permanently installed on lighting poles and other
locations on the pitch, while others used drones for filming. The details of the data obtained herein will be
carefully managed to ensure appropriate information disclosure.
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