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Among rheumatic and musculoskeletal diseases, adult-onset Still's disease is thought to be
caused by abnormal activation of the innate immune system, mainly macrophages and neutrophils,
by exogenous or endogenous stimuli. In this study, immune cell and cytokine analyses were
conducted to elucidate the pathogenesis of macrophage activation syndrome, the most severe
form of active adult-onset Still's disease, quantify the degree of macrophage activation and identify
molecular targets that can prevent the onset of the disease. Comprehensive proteomic analysis of
354 proteins using the Proximity Extension Assay (PEA) method in sera from adult-onset Still's
disease and healthy subjects revealed that in active adult Still's disease, IFNy, CCL7, CCL20,
XCL9/10/11, IL18, S100A12 proteins, including molecules associated with macrophage migration
and activation and neutrophil activation, were identified as highly expressed proteins. In mass
cytometry, cell permeabilisation protocols and appropriate combinations of cellular molecules and
metal labels were established to perform detailed cell fractionation by cell surface molecules and to
detect intracellular and surface molecules of cell activators, and cells were fractionated by cluster
analysis and principal component analysis to identify potential key cells. Seven clusters of potential
key cell candidates were identified. In particular, the majority of the cell groups belonged to NK
cells, and in cases of inactive phase but then relapsed It was suggested that dysfunction of NK
cells especially through granzyme and perforin may reduce antigen-presenting cell clearance and
induce persistent inflammation.
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2. MAMREBOBE (FER)

Among rheumatic and musculoskeletal diseases, adult-onset Still's disease is thought to be caused by abnormal
activation of the innate immune system, mainly macrophages and neutrophils, by exogenous or endogenous
stimuli. In this study, immune cell and cytokine analyses were conducted to elucidate the pathogenesis of]
macrophage activation syndrome, the most severe form of active adult-onset Still's disease, quantify the degree
of macrophage activation and identify molecular targets that can prevent the onset of the disease.
Comprehensive proteomic analysis of 354 proteins using the Proximity Extension Assay (PEA) method in sera
from adult-onset Still's disease and healthy subjects revealed that in active adult Still's disease, IFNy, CCL7,
CCL20, XCL9/10/11, 1L18, STO0A12 proteins, including molecules associated with macrophage migration and
activation and neutrophil activation, were identified as highly expressed proteins. In mass cytometry, cell
permeabilisation protocols and appropriate combinations of cellular molecules and metal labels were
established to perform detailed cell fractionation by cell surface molecules and to detect intracellular and
surface molecules of cell activators, and cells were fractionated by cluster analysis and principal component
analysis to identify potential key cells. Seven clusters of potential key cell candidates were identified. In
particular, the majority of the cell groups belonged to NK cells, and in cases of inactive phase but then relapsed
It was suggested that dysfunction of NK cells especially through granzyme and perforin may reduce antigen-
presenting cell clearance and induce persistent inflammation.
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