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Three years have passed since the World Health Organization declared a pandemic of COVID-19
in March 2020, and vaccination is expected to be one of the measures to overcome the pandemic.
Although it is vital to improve the vaccination rate to acquire mass immunity, it has been reported
that the vaccination rate of children is lower than that of adults. Furthermore, the rate tends to
decline as the age of children decreases.

An online survey was conducted from December 19, 2022, to January 4, 2023, among parents
living in Japan with children under 5 years old. The survey asked about the status of COVID-19
immunization of their children, their intentions and reasons, psychological factors related to their
intentions, demographics of the respondents and their children, and socioeconomic status.

A total of 12,502 responses were obtained. At the time of the survey, 1,519 respondents' child
(12.2% of the total) had already vaccinated or made an appointment to receive the COVID-19
vaccination. When those whose child had not been vaccinated were asked about their intention to
have their child vaccinated, 245 (2.0%) said they wanted their children to be vaccinated, 730
(5.8%) said they were "somewhat willing," 1883 (15.1%) were "undecided," 3462 (27.7%) were
"somewhat unwilling," and 4663 (37.6%) were "unwilling".

The most common reasons given for want them to receive the vaccine were: "l am worried about
my child getting infected," "l don't want my family or others around me to get infected," and "l am
more worried about getting seriously ill if infected than about the risk of adverse reactions. The
most common reasons for not wanting their children to receive the vaccine were "I am worried
about side reactions," "l don't trust the ingredients in the vaccine," and "l don't think the vaccine is
very effective in preventing infection," in that order. Related factors are currently being analyzed.
We found that 80% of parents with children under 5 years of age hesitated or refused COVID-19
immunization for their children. In considering future policies, it is necessary to clarify the
characteristics of the group that hesitates or refuses and to consider countermeasures tailored to
these characteristics.
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Three years have passed since the World Health Organization declared a pandemic of COVID—-19 in March 2020, and vaccination is
expected to be one of the measures to overcome the pandemic. Although it is vital to improve the vaccination rate to acquire mass
immunity, it has been reported that the vaccination rate of children is lower than that of adults. Furthermore, the rate tends to
decline as the age of children decreases.

An online survey was conducted from December 19, 2022, to January 4, 2023, among parents living in Japan with children under 5
years old. The survey asked about the status of COVID—19 immunization of their children, their intentions and reasons, psychological
factors related to their intentions, demographics of the respondents and their children, and socioeconomic status.

A total of 12,502 responses were obtained. At the time of the survey, 1,519 respondents’ child (12.2% of the total) had already

vaccinated or made an appointment to receive the COVID-19 vaccination. When those whose child had not been vaccinated were
asked about their intention to have their child vaccinated, 245 (2.0%) said they wanted their children to be vaccinated, 730 (5.8%) said
they were “somewhat willing,” 1883 (15.1%) were “undecided,” 3462 (27.7%) were “somewhat unwilling,” and 4663 (37.6%) were
“unwilling”.
The most common reasons given for want them to receive the vaccine were: “I am worried about my child getting infected,” “I don’t
want my family or others around me to get infected,” and “I am more worried about getting seriously ill if infected than about the risk
of adverse reactions. The most common reasons for not wanting their children to receive the vaccine were “1 am worried about side
reactions,” “I don't trust the ingredients in the vaccine,” and “I don't think the vaccine is very effective in preventing infection,” in
that order. Related factors are currently being analyzed.

We found that 80% of parents with children under 5 years of age hesitated or refused COVID—19 immunization for their children. In
considering future policies, it is necessary to clarify the characteristics of the group that hesitates or refuses and to consider
countermeasures tailored to these characteristics.
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