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"Hybrid warfare," a warfare that combines regular and irregular warfare, came to the attention of
the world following Russia's annexation of Crimea in 2014 and the crisis in eastern Ukraine from
2014. Then, it has become a strong contemporary threat. The purpose of this research is to
analyze hybrid warfare as a diplomatic tool of Russia and to come up with countermeasures.
However, Russia started to invade Ukraine in February 2022 and the ongoing war between the two
countries, the "Ukrainian War," has come to be recognized as an ongoing and cutting-edge
example of hybrid warfare. Hybrid warfare is characterized by the fact that the actors involved in
the war as well as the methods and means of warfare can be diverse and endless, so cutting-edge
case studies are important for conducting research in line with the actual situation. For this reason,
this research has conducted research on the case of the Ukrainian War since the outbreak of the
war. Currently, the war is still ongoing, and no conclusion can be drawn, but information warfare is
particularly conspicuous in this war, and its propaganda effect has had a large impact on the
results of the war. In addition, it has also had an interesting influence, such as deepening the
divide in society. Another interesting feature of this case is that new points of contention and ways
of fighting are emerging every day.
This three-year research was planned to organically integrate literature surveys, field surveys, joint
research, etc., but for the first two years, research in the foreign countries were impossible due to
Covid-19 problem. However, | tried to achieve my original goal using online tools even in the first 2
years. In 2022, the situation of Covid-19 became better, and | could go abroad, of course it is still
impossible to visit Russia and Ukraine. Then, | could obtain the latest information through online
discussions and interviews, and from real meeting or collecting materials in Europe. | could expand
our research network and published many achievements such as papers, books, essays,
interviews and media appearances.
| would like to continue this research because it is of great global significance.
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“Hybrid warfare,” a warfare that combines regular and irregular warfare, came to the attention of the world following Russia’ s
annexation of Crimea in 2014 and the crisis in eastern Ukraine from 2014. Then, it has become a strong contemporary threat. The
purpose of this research is to analyze hybrid warfare as a diplomatic tool of Russia and to come up with countermeasures.

However, Russia started to invade Ukraine in February 2022 and the ongoing war between the two countries, the “Ukrainian War,”
has come to be recognized as an ongoing and cutting—edge example of hybrid warfare. Hybrid warfare is characterized by the fact
that the actors involved in the war as well as the methods and means of warfare can be diverse and endless, so cutting—edge case
studies are important for conducting research in line with the actual situation. For this reason, this research has conducted research
on the case of the Ukrainian War since the outbreak of the war. Currently, the war is still ongoing, and no conclusion can be drawn,
but information warfare is particularly conspicuous in this war, and its propaganda effect has had a large impact on the results of the
war. In addition, it has also had an interesting influence, such as deepening the divide in society. Another interesting feature of this
case is that new points of contention and ways of fighting are emerging every day.

This three—year research was planned to organically integrate literature surveys, field surveys, joint research, etc., but for the first
two years, research in the foreign countries were impossible due to Covid—19 problem. However, I tried to achieve my original goal
using online tools even in the first 2 years. In 2022, the situation of Covid—19 became better, and I could go abroad, of course it is still
impossible to visit Russia and Ukraine. Then, I could obtain the latest information through online discussions and interviews, and from
real meeting or collecting materials in Europe. | could expand our research network and published many achievements such as papers,
books, essays, interviews and media appearances.

I would like to continue this research because it is of great global significance.
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