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This study (3-year plan) analyzes the development of Lotte in the history of politics and economy
between Japan and South Korea after the war, focusing on the entrepreneurship of founder Shin
Kyuk-ho (Japanese name: Takeo Shigemitsu).

This research started in 2019, and after basic preparation work (2019), and academic presentation
and thesis writing (2020), | planned to realize the writing of books in 2021. However, due to the
situation of the COVID-19, the investigation into visiting Korea was not possible at all, so the 2020
plan was changed. At the end of February 2021, "Lotte Founder Takeo Shigemitsu's Management:
Innovator across borders" (published by Nihon Keizai Shimbun) will be published.

Because of the COVID-19, there was only a limited number of domestic investigations. Interviews
in Korea were never realized, and only exchanged e-mails and conducted telephone interviews
several times. | revealed Takeo Shigemitsu's entrepreneurial side by organizing the collected
literature, records, and internal documents such as company history and company newsletters
published by Lotte Japan and Korea Lotte. | was able to clarify one part of it in the form of a work.

In the process, the publication of Shin's first memoirs in Korea in November 2021 provided an
opportunity for further research. As is well known, Shin did not leave any memoirs or
autobiographies during his lifetime. However, the records of unofficial interviews with the person
left mainly by relatives were organized at Lotte Group headquarters in Korea, and after his death,
the book was published again as a memoir.

In the second half of fiscal year 2021, detailed examination and verification of the description of
this memoir began. There are many things that have not been officially mentioned before. In
particular, there are many descriptions of the turbulent times leading to the normalization of
diplomatic relations between Japan and South Korea in the 1950s and 1960s. We would like to
consider further.
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This study (3—year plan) analyzes the development of Lotte in the history of politics and economy between Japan and South Korea
after the war, focusing on the entrepreneurship of founder Shin Kyuk—ho (Japanese name: Takeo Shigemitsu).

This research started in 2019, and after basic preparation work (2019), and academic presentation and thesis writing (2020), I planned
to realize the writing of books in 2021. However, due to the situation of the COVID—-19, the investigation into visiting Korea was not
possible at all, so the 2020 plan was changed. At the end of February 2021, “Lotte Founder Takeo Shigemitsu's Management:
Innovator across borders” (published by Nihon Keizai Shimbun) will be published.

Because of the COVID-19, there was only a limited number of domestic investigations. Interviews in Korea were never realized, and
only exchanged e—mails and conducted telephone interviews several times. I revealed Takeo Shigemitsu's entrepreneurial side by
organizing the collected literature, records, and internal documents such as company history and company newsletters published by
Lotte Japan and Korea Lotte. I was able to clarify one part of it in the form of a work.

In the process, the publication of Shin’s first memoirs in Korea in November 2021 provided an opportunity for further research. As is
well known, Shin did not leave any memoirs or autobiographies during his lifetime. However, the records of unofficial interviews with
the person left mainly by relatives were organized at Lotte Group headquarters in Korea, and after his death, the book was published
again as a memoir.

In the second half of fiscal year 2021, detailed examination and verification of the description of this memoir began. There are many
things that have not been officially mentioned before. In particular, there are many descriptions of the turbulent times leading to the
normalization of diplomatic relations between Japan and South Korea in the 1950s and 1960s.We would like to consider further.
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