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From the 19th century until the beginning of the 20th century, the French realist novel represents
social realities and various aspects of history, using new techniques and original themes. | have
tried to show the characteristics of realism that contribute to the intelligibility of modern society.

1) Realistic writers stage new characters such as the ambitious young man who has moved to
Paris or the artist faced with a prosaic world. The heroes' tragic conflict with the world is one of the
main themes of realist literature.

2) The realistic novel is intended to be an expression of contemporary mores as well as of private
life, as Balzac well illustrates.

3) Realism resonates with scientific discourses such as medicine and physiology to broaden the
cultural scope of literature.
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From the 19th century until the beginning of the 20th century, the French realist novel represents social realities and various
aspects of history, using new techniques and original themes. I have tried to show the characteristics of realism that contribute to
the intelligibility of modern society.

1) Realistic writers stage new characters such as the ambitious young man who has moved to Paris or the artist faced with a prosaic
world. The heroes’ tragic conflict with the world is one of the main themes of realist literature.

2) The realistic novel is intended to be an expression of contemporary mores as well as of private life, as Balzac well illustrates.

3) Realism resonates with scientific discourses such as medicine and physiology to broaden the cultural scope of literature.
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