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So-called "hybrid warfare" or modern warfare, which combines regular and unconventional
warfare, was recognized as a global threat for its use during Russia's annexation of Crimea in
2014 and the conflict in eastern Ukraine. As a matter of fact, Russia considers that hybrid warfare
is something carried out by Western powers, and even sees itself as a victim of it. However, hybrid
warfare has transformed from a Russian military concept to a diplomatic theory. The examination
of this topic is important not only for understanding Russian diplomatic strategies but also for the
sake of designing Japan's security measures.

The goal of this research was to organically integrate reference literature, field research, joint
research and a reexamination of my own research. However, the COVID-19 crisis put an end to
field research. This notwithstanding, the intended aim for field research was still achieved by
carrying out interviews with 15 Russian specialists, as well as holding six different round tables
with them by online. Joint research was done in conjunction with the European Centre of
Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats in Helsinki, Finland and LAC Co., Ltd. On the other hand,
it can be said that the results of reference literature research and the re-examination of my own
prior research exceeded my own expectations. Particularly regarding this re-examination, it was
intended to continue longstanding research on how Russian hybrid warfare greatly affects the
establishment and preservation of unrecognized nations. The rekindling of the Nagorno-Karabakh
(which is an unrecognized nation) conflict between Azerbaijan and neighboring Armenia during
2020 allowed for important research to take place. In short, by analyzing the movement in this
conflict, it was possible to obtain extremely valuable implications not only about Russia's strategy
for foreign countries close to it, but also about the significance of modern warfare.




Besides contemplating counter-strategies to hybrid warfare, | think it necessary to consider the
thread of hybrid warfare from countries other than Russia, such as China, so | conducted a survey
of remote islands on the border of Nagasaki, which are exposed to threats from China and South
Korea. As a result, | obtained valuable arguing points derived from the comprehensive
consideration of hybrid warfare.

In addition to the production of many research presentations (such as papers and lectures) on the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, | was also able to publish a book on Russia's hybrid warfare, and can
say this year yielded great results in term of research.
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So-called “hybrid warfare” or modern warfare, which combines regular and unconventional warfare, was recognized as a global threat
for its use during Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014 and the conflict in eastern Ukraine. As a matter of fact, Russia considers that
hybrid warfare is something carried out by Western powers, and even sees itself as a victim of it. However, hybrid warfare has
transformed from a Russian military concept to a diplomatic theory. The examination of this topic is important not only for
understanding Russian diplomatic strategies but also for the sake of designing Japan’s security measures.

The goal of this research was to organically integrate reference literature, field research, joint research and a reexamination of my
own research. However, the COVID—-19 crisis put an end to field research. This notwithstanding, the intended aim for field research
was still achieved by carrying out interviews with 15 Russian specialists, as well as holding six different round tables with them by
online. Joint research was done in conjunction with the European Centre of Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats in Helsinki,
Finland and LAC Co., Ltd. On the other hand, it can be said that the results of reference literature research and the re—examination
of my own prior research exceeded my own expectations. Particularly regarding this re—examination, it was intended to continue
longstanding research on how Russian hybrid warfare greatly affects the establishment and preservation of unrecognized nations. The
rekindling of the Nagorno—Karabakh (which is an unrecognized nation) conflict between Azerbaijan and neighboring Armenia during
2020 allowed for important research to take place. In short, by analyzing the movement in this conflict, it was possible to obtain
extremely valuable implications not only about Russia’s strategy for foreignh countries close to it, but also about the significance of
modern warfare.

Besides contemplating counter—strategies to hybrid warfare, 1 think it necessary to consider the thread of hybrid warfare from
countries other than Russia, such as China, so I conducted a survey of remote islands on the border of Nagasaki, which are exposed
to threats from China and South Korea. As a result, I obtained valuable arguing points derived from the comprehensive consideration
of hybrid warfare.

In addition to the production of many research presentations (such as papers and lectures) on the Nagorno—Karabakh conflict, I was
also able to publish a book on Russia’s hybrid warfare, and can say this year yielded great results in term of research.
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