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Contingency as a Fundamental Determinant for Human Behavior:
Quantitative and Developmental Views from Young Behavior Analysts
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Symposium entitled “Contingency as a Fundamental Deter-
minant for Human Behavior: Quantitative and Developmen-
tal Views from Young Behavior Analysts” was held on June
Sth at Keio University. Each speaker introduced their studies
concerning contingency in experimental and applied set-
tings.
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If we suppose that cultures evolve in time, it comes at no
surprise that there are declining as well as rising phases in
their histories. As the Muromachi culture and Hellenism
clearly illustrate, declining periods are also times of mass
culture. We can say that contemporary Japan is in such a
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A special lecture was deliv-
ered by Dr. Warren H. Meck,
Professor of Duke University.
Dr. Meck presented electro-
physiological, clinical, behav-
ioral, and imaging studies,
and introduced a model for
the interval timing.

state of cultural diffusion. If so, it is all the more important
for the University to well protect the core elements and val-
ues of our society —academic and other. I believe that Keio
University has a unique role in this regard as an institution
with a history independent from and longer than the mod-
ern state in Japan. I profoundly hope that it can live up to
such a great responsibility!
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