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Kant’s Transcendental Idealism in Focus

The international symposium titled “Toward Sustainable
Social Systems: Phase transition—Evolution—Polysemy” was
held on 14th and 15th December, 2009 at Keio University.
This is the third symposium of the Research Centre for Hu-
man Cognition.

Three foreign institutes: Santa Fe Institute (USA), Nan-
yang Technological University (Singapore), and Institute
Para Limes (Europe), joined in the symposium and dis-

cussed the sustainability of our complex social system.

UBLARLEL LI R

=HAF+ v \AEREE
==
B6F G-SECLab

2009 F 12 H18H
21H

> hOiEER

Kant maintained that in order to know objects, there
needs to be co-operation between the discursive and in-
tuitive faculties of human cognition. Although this is one
of his key doctrines, many commentators, including our
guest Dr. Lucy Allais from the University of Sussex, UK
are convinced that he is not just presenting an epistemol-
ogy, 1.e. a theory of knowledge, but also a metaphysical
theory in that he makes claims about the fundamental
structure of what there is. At the heart of this reading of
Kant is his transcendental idealism.

Kant’s transcendental idealism is as famous as it is
controversial. According to Kant’s official definition ap-
pearances are mere representations, and if there are ap-
pearances there must be things in themselves as well.
Moreover, whereas appearances are spatio-temporal,
things in themselves are not. There are basically two
tasks Kant scholarship needs to accomplish: a) finding an
interpretation which does justice to all the pertinent pas-
sages in Kant’s works, and b) evaluating Kant’s argu-
ments for this position. In her first lecture, Dr. Allais was
concerned with Kant’s so-called direct argument for
transcendental idealism. According to her, this argument
proceeds in the pattern of an inference to the best expla-
nation: What Kant wishes to explain clearly has to do
with true mathematical judgments; but according to Al-
lais it is not their justification, but how they can have ob-
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jects or be about something in the first place. Her second
lecture was concerned with the infamous doctrine of
things in themselves; unlike many commentators she
does not think Kant’s claim is merely conceptual, i.e. that
we have a concept of how things are in themselves; for
her Kant is committed to something more robust, namely
the claim that there really are things in themselves. This,
of course, raises the question of the relationship between
things in themselves and appearances; in her opinion
there are not two separate worlds, but one world in
Kant. (Wolfgang Ertl)
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