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The 3rd Cambridge-Keio Joint Seminar, organized by Prof.
Nicola S. Clayton and Prof. Anthony Dickinson, was held at
the Department of Experimental Psychology, University of
Cambridge, on August 13th. Ten studies were presented in the
seminar. The topics of the studies included cognitive and be-
havioural development in children, neural basis of auditory
and visual perception in human infants and pigeons, social
cognition and behaviour in corvids and budgerigars, tool use
and complex cognition in corvids, and behavioural economics
in common marmosets. Despite this variability in topics, ex-
perimental subjects, and methodologies, each of the presenta-
tions provoked lively discussion. We thank the two organiz-
ers, Ms. Allie Watanabe, who helped Japanese visitors, Dr.
Yutaka Kosaki, who joined the discussion, and all the present-
ers for this successful seminar.
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It was during a meeting of a certain academic society in Sara-

toga Springs (New York) that I was requested by the global
COE CARLS to contribute this article. In this place where the
society is meeting, I intend to write about some of my senti-
ments as a researcher.

In a field of the applied physics to which I am affiliated, we
saw emerge, at an interval of roughly 20 years, new research
topics that had little relevance to each other. Through the mul-
tistep process starting from initial research investments and
leading up to training of young researchers, the evolvement of
these research topics has contributed to explosive development
of science and technology.

The researcher’s world is dynamic and colored by human
emotions and desires. At the beginning of our interdisciplinary
plasma research group, the misunderstandings arising from dif-
ferences in the definitions of technical terms in our respective
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disciplines perplexed us, while the realization of the great depth
that was left for us to explore gave us constant joy and excite-
ment. As I sit in this conference hall, I recall, with some sense
of nostalgia, those bygone days marked by strenuous work and
a great sense of fulfillment. As time went by and the merging
of our disciplines made further progress, the new field of “plas-
ma electronics” was finally established. “Have I succeeded in
‘achieving fleeting happiness’ in life?” I find myself asking this
question at the society’s meeting where the attendance of con-
temporary senior members have declined drastically.

With the leadership of Keio University, “logic and sensi-
bility” education and research has made significant achieve-
ments in an interdisciplinary environment. It is my sincere
wish that the global COE, with its robust international partner-
ship and cooperation, will bring about a significant ripple ef-
fect in the future.



