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NIRS (Near-Infrared Spectroscopy) is a non-invasive method
to measure human brain activities. Although, NIRS lacks in
the standard method for analyzing the data unlike fMRI, re-
searchers have been developing some analysis tools recently.
Dr. Dan who is an instructor of our seminar, is one of such re-
searchers leading this field. In this seminar, we had an oppor-
tunity to learn the principles, application and practical use of
NIRS-analyses method which Dr. Dan and his colleagues de-
veloped.
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Participant’s impression 1

Lectures on spatial analyses of functional NIRS was given by
Dr. Dan and his colleagues. Although NIRS is popular because
of its simple and easy aspects, standard methods for the time-
series analysis and spatial estimation remain undeveloped.
They introduced analysis software of functional NIRS, “Pota-
to” and “spatial analysis tool”, which allowed us performing
spatial analysis easily. These software are expected to become
a standard method for fNIRS.
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Dr. Dan introduced their practical technique for spatial regis-
tration of NIRS data. The lecture included practice of using
Platform, the software for NIRS data analysis on Matlab, as
well as theoretical background of NIRS measurement, provid-
ing an excellent opportunity not only for experts but also for
beginners to master the newly developed research tools.



