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In the 4th year of our G-COE, and thanks to the commitment
of our members, we were able to continue a rich and wide-
ranging set of international activities. Apart from active
individual participation in overseas conferences, which are
documented in the pertinent sections of this annual report,
a large number of events involving foreign scholars and
scientists enriched the academic life in Mita and enabled us
to get a first-hand impression of state of the art research.
The following account gives an overview along the lines of
thematic considerations:

As far as Philosophy, as well as Logic and Informatics, is
concerned, Prof. Nick Zangwill of Durham University (UK),
a regular guest at Keio, gave a talk on the so-called Frege-
Geach problem in moral semantics. This problem is con-
cerned with the apparently normal ‘behaviour’ of moral
judgments in inferential contexts and therefore poses a great
(probably unsurmountable) difficultly for non-cognitivists
who claim that such judgements lack descriptive meaning
and are only a means to project our attitudes onto the world.
Prof. Akihiro Kanamori and Prof. Juliet Floyd (both Boston
University) gave lectures on “Mathematical Knowledge:
Motley and Complexity of Proof” and on “Wittgenstein,
Turing and Gddel” respectively. Formal considerations in
modal logic and metaphysical investigations into the nature
of modality as such were connected in Prof. Bob Hale’s
(Sheffield, UK) lecture on absolute necessity. In the wake
of the IXth Symposium Platonicum which was held at Keio
in 2010, a number of events covered topics related to Plato’s
philosophy: In the symposium “The Significance of Plato’s
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Philosophy in the Contemporary World: Reconsidering the
Politeia”, Prof. Livio Rossetti from Perugia (Italy), and Prof.
Luc Brison (CNRS, France) were the participants from
abroad. Subsequently, Prof. Mathieu Marion from the Uni-
versity of Quebec at Montreal presented a paper entitled
“Arguing for Contradictions: Dialectical Games in Plato’s
Dialogues”; similar ground was covered by Prof. Samuel
Scolnicov of the Hebrew University, Jerusalem who lectured
on “How to Read a Platonic Dialogue”.

The Genetics and Development Unit organized the Sympo-
sium “Contingency as a Fundamental Determinant for Hu-
man Behavior -Quantitative and Developmental Views from
Young Behavior Analysts!-” which had Paul Romanowich
of California State University among its participants giving
a talk on “Contingency Management in Smoking Cessa-
tion”.

In the Cultural Anthropology Group Research Seminar
“Emotional Terrain of Transnational Immigrants: a Cul-
tural Anthropological Approach” Prof. Karl G. Heider (cur-
rently Visiting Professor at Keio) and Kang Yoon-hee
(Nanjyan Technological University, Singapore) were the
guest speakers from overseas. Starting with a screening of
the films “Jaguar” and “Les Maitres Fous” by Jean Rouch,
and followed by commentaries by Prof. Heider and Prof.
Kang Yoon-hee, among others, who talked about “The
Emotional Terrain of Educational Migration: South Korean
Early Study Abroad (jogi yuhak) Students and Their Fami-
lies in Singapore”. Closely related to this event was the
Workshop/Research Seminar “Negative Emotions and Cul-
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ture - A Cross Cultural Approach to Anger, Sadness, and
the Feeling of ‘Hitting the Bottom’, and their Representation
in Visual Images”, which was organized under the joint
auspices of the Kokoro Research Center, Kyoto University
and Keio. The Cultural Anthropology Group Research
Seminar “Onto-logical Species: Thinking with Animals”
focused on the interplay between differences and similari-
ties in the techno-social encounters of humans and animals.
Prof. Anders Blok of the Department of Sociology at the
University of Copenhagen asked “How Many (Super-)
Whales Are We?” in his “Notes on the Ontological Politics
of Non-Human Charisma”. Prof. Heather Swanson (Dept. of
Anthropology, University of California, Santa Cruz) was
another foreign guest of this event. Taking up a topic which
has received a lot of attention recently in many academic
disciplines, Prof. Annemarie Mol (University of Amster-
dam) gave a Lecture “On Eating Well - Health, taste and
other ‘goods’ of food in daily care practices™. Finally, Flor-
ence Chee (Ph.D. Candidate, School of Communication,
Faculty of Communication, Art and Technology, Simon
Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada) talked about “Global-
izing Online Games: Understanding the Virtual, Contex-
tual, and Liminal” in an “Advanced Seminar in Socio-
Cultural Logic in the Media”.

With regard to language and cognition, the Workshop on
“The Interface between Syntax and Pragmatics/Semantics”
hosted lectures by Prof. Paul Portner of Georgetown Uni-
versity (Washington DC, USA).

The Brain and Evolution Unit organized the lecture “Func-
tional and Neural Mechanisms of Interval Timing” by Prof.
Warren H. Meck (Duke University). Dr. Magda Osman
(Queen Mary, University of London and University College
London) was another guest of theirs, giving a talk on “Pre-
diction vs Control in Dynamic Complex Environments”.
At the time of the composition of this report (early January),
quite a number of events were still ahead. Prof. Roberto
Casati from the Institute Jean Nicod, Ecole Normale Supéri-
eure (Paris, France), will give a lecture on his main topic of
interest and the intersection of metaphysics, aesthetics and
history of art. Prof. Tobias Rosefeld (Humboldt University,
Berlin) and Dr. Stefanie Griine (Potsdam University, Ger-
many) will continue the series “Kant’s Transcendental Ideal-
ism in Focus” with lectures on Kant’s core distinction be-
tween things in themselves and appearances, as well as on
his philosophy of perception respectively. Furthermore, Prof.
Richard Zach from University of Calgary and Prof. Jonathan
Metzl from University of Michigan will also be our guests.
The Keio University-USF Collaborative Psychology and
Neuroscience Seminar will be held at the University of South
Florida and the Keio-Gachon NRI Seminar at Gachon Uni-
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