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International activities

Once again, the past year saw a phlethora of international
activities on the part of CARLS, both at Keio and overseas.
In what follows, a short overview of these events is pre-
sented. First, an update on the 2008/9 report shall be sup-
plied, since a number of events occurred after its deadline.
Then the focus will shift to students’ activities, and finally
to some of those of our researchers. To start with, though,
it is only fitting to point out that we were able to gain a new
official partner organization, i.e. McGill University in
Montréal, Canada. In previous years there had already been
numerous co-operations on the level of individual research-
ers who paved the way for the formal tie.

Events that were not included in the 2008/9 report were
firstly the “InterOntology Conference 2009”, organized at
Keio by Prof. Okada, which was co-sponsored by our GCOE
and showed to what extent a classic and centuries old aca-
demic discipline such as ontology, which was pronounced
obsolete only a little while ago, is not only alive and well,
but shows remarkable potential for fruitful interaction with
other disciplines from medicine to computer science.
Around the end of the academic year 2008/9 the Keio-Ga-
chon NRI seminar was organized in Korea — from our side
by Prof. Sung. There where five young researchers from
each university who had good, active discussions. Moreover,
in mid March 2009 a joint seminar with the University of
Victoria took Prof. Ttoh and two Keio graduates to Canada,
where they presented papers on cognitive psychology at-
tracting a large audience which discussed their findings.
Lastly, a one-day conference in “Anthropological and Tran-
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scultural Psychiatric Studies on Culture and Medicine” was
organized in March 2009 by Prof. Miyasaka with talks by,
among many others, Prof. Laurence J. Kirmayer of McGill
University.

As far as student activities of the academic year 2009/10 are
concerned, a seminar for writing academic papers in English
— indispensable in almost all subjects — was offered under
the guidance of Prof. Kojima in order to enable active par-
ticipation in the international discussion of research results.
Well equipped thereby, students attended the ongoing Keio-
Cambridge seminar of which Prof. Minagawa was in charge.
These meetings has developed into something of an institu-
tion of its own. On top of that, a common seminar of a
similar type with the University of South Florida, the part-
ner university we linked up with in the previous year, was
organized. One of the participants, Prof. Tsujii, in charge
this year, writes in his report:

“The Seminar was productive and fruitful for it pro-
vided a great opportunity for students and researches
from both universities to get to know each other and
exchange information about each other's latest scien-
tific accomplishments. I believe that the seminar was
the first step for stronger ties and future collaborations
between Keio University and University of South
Florida in education and research.”

Finally, a German Japanese summer school “From ‘learn’
to ‘teach’ was held in August 2009 at the University of
Bielefeld, yet another of our partners, with lectures by Prof.



Watanabe and Prof. Bischof as well as Prof. Yamazaki and
active participation of eight Master Course students.

In June 2009, a group of linguists, philosophers and psy-
chologists from the University of Toronto, from NICT, and
from Keio University gathered in Mita under the auspices
of Prof. Tida to discuss various aspects of the so-called mass/
count distinction of nouns in general and with reference to
different kind of languages in particular.

Also in June, Prof. Kitanaka chaired part III of the “Inter-
national Symposium of Medical Anthropology”. This year’s
talks centered on issues concerning the political ramifica-
tions of human reproduction and the problem of how human
differences can be dealt with appropriately. Kathryn Goldfarb
from the University of Chicago and Assistant Prof. Amy
Borovoy of Princeton University were the guest speakers
from overseas on this occasion.

In December, Prof. Ertl hosted Prof. Lucy Allais from the
University of Sussex, UK, who gave a series of lectures on
Kant’s transcendental idealism, a position in philosophy
which is renowned for its claim that knowledge of objects
can only be obtained through the interplay of the human
cognitive faculties of intuition and the intellect. This event
will have a sequel in March 2010 when Prof. Dennis
Schulting of the University of Amsterdam will present ma-
terial from his forthcoming books.

Prof. Karl Heider from the University of South Carolina was
invited in December by Prof. Miyasaka, who in November
had organized an advanced research seminar on socio-cul-
tural logic in the media with Prof. Stephen Riggins from
the Memorial University of Newfoundland. Prof. Heider
gave the keynote speech in the Symposium “Frontiers of
Anthropological Expression; Towards a New Relationship
between Observation and Expression Using Visual Images
and Other Art Forms”. Prof. Heider focused on the issue of
emotions in ethnographic films. Lastly, Dr. Emmanuel
Dupoux (Director of the Laboratoire de Sciences Cognitives
et Psycholinguistique, at the ENS-EHESS-DEC-CNRS in
France) together with Prof. Susan Hespos from the Psychol-
ogy Dept of the Northwestern University (USA) were the
international guest speakers at the international GCOE
symposium on neurocognitive development “Shedding Light
on the Developing Brain”.
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