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Who Forms Archaeological Sites — in What Manner?

What are ‘archaeological sites’? Generally, an archaeological site is any place where traces of
people's activities from the historical past exist, most of which are under the ground. Therefore,
excavations are necessary to reveal the contents of these archaeological sites.

When Keio University built the Keio Museum Commons (KeMCo), it excavated the site to preserve
the records and artefacts at risk of being destroyed during construction. As a result of this excava-
tion, we found various traces from the Edo period to the Jomon period among other findings.
This, however, does not mean that all traces in the area were unearthed. For example, traces of
natural phenomena and the modern period were not covered. This brings into focus that exca-
vation is, in fact, an act of selecting traces, which dictates how we construct the ‘archaeological
site’ and the 'history’ told there.

This exhibition highlights the results of what was — and wasn't — selected. Dismantling the frame-
work which constructs archaeological sites is an excellent opportunity for participants to question
the status of ‘archaeological sites’ and "history’.

Exhibition guide

1 Overview of the Excavation

In 2017, it was confirmed that traces of life

in the Edo period were buried in the planned
KeMCo construction site. The Minato-ku
Board of Education then registered the site as
a buried cultural property inclusion site, ‘Mita
2-chome Machiya Site’, which should be pro-
tected under the Cultural Property Protection
Law. Therefore, according to that law, we com-
missioned TOKIO-bunkazai Co.,Ltd. excavation
work from November 27, 2018, to April 5, 2019,
and June 11-14, 2019, to record traces and
preserve archaeological objects that would be
lost in the construction of the new building.

As a result of the excavation, various structural
remains and many objects, mainly ceramics,
were excavated from the upper stratum, which
tells the story of life in the Edo period town-
house. On the other hand, from the lower stra-
tum, unexpected records and objects from the
Middle Ages to the Yayoi period were discov-
ered one after another, which greatly rewrote
the history before the Middle Age of the area.

2 Investigation of the topograph-
ical formation process

This site locates at a high altitude of 7m above
sea level. The sand layer appears from around
bm above sea level, below the layer contain-

ing artefacts from the Edo to the Yayoi period,
which was the target of our excavation. We
also investigated the geological stratum below
the sand layer to clarify this site's topograph-
ical characteristics and formation, which has
embraced people’s lives since the Yayoi period.
The sand layer is likely to be sediments car-
ried by the Furukawa River up to 3,000 years
ago. Below the sand layer, a sand and gravel
layer deposited up to about 20,000 years ago
continues for about 3m. From about Om above
sea level, the layer shifts to the 120,000-year-
old Tokyo Gravel layer. The site was slightly
elevated with firm sand and gravel ground.
Around 3,000 years ago, a little drop in the sea
level made the Furukawa River flow away from
this area. We think that this is how the well-
drained, livable land was formed.

3 From the Yayoi to the Kofun
period: Roads give rise to settle-
ments

In this excavation, we found several pit dwell-
ings dating from the late Yayoi period to the
end of the Kofun period. In the eastern part

of the Musashino Plateau, settlements were
generally located on the uplands since the
Jomon period. However, they also founded in
the lowlands at the end of the Yayoi period.lt is



rare, however, to find them on a slightly elevat-
ed area below the plateau like here.

What we presume is a link with ‘roads’. To-
wards the end of the Yayoi period, household
necessities such as iron became increasingly
dependent on external sources, and the role of
roads for the movement of people and goods
probably increased. Mita-dori, which KeMCo
faces, is considered Nakahara-do in the Mid-
dle Ages. It is assumed that this road already
existed in the early Kofun period, based on the
location of settlements and burial mounds.
This excavation revealed the possibility that the
road may date back to the Yayoi period.

4 From Antiquity to the Middle
Ages: Comings and goings of
people and objects

Traces of ancient times (Nara-Heian period)
were found, including the remains of a large
embedded-pillar building, an inkstone and ash-
glazed pottery. These traces suggest the site
was different from ordinary settlements. The
large ditch is likely to date back to antiquity. It
is difficult to determine the function of this site,
but there is no doubt that there were people
who used and wrote characters.

In the Middle Ages (Kamakura-Sengoku peri-
od), the ditch was continuously used, and ar-
tefacts were discovered from the early modern
remains. These include three-stripe-designed
jars from Tokoname, large jars from Tokoname
and Atsumi, vases from Seto and imported
porcelain, while stone monument and roof tiles
were also found. We assume the presence of
temples and residences of the warrior class
from these artefacts.

People passing along the Nakahara-do proba-
bly brought these ancient and medieval arte-
facts here. This area might be this region’s hub
and strategic traffic point for approximately 900
years.

5 The early modern period:
Glimpses of life in townhouses

The area was a commoner district throughout
the Edo period, but the site's character differed
before and after the middle of the 18th century.

We found several large pits before the mid-18th
century, where the earth and sand was taken
to develop towns and houses. In those pits and
the surrounding remains from the same period,
imported ceramics such as Kanansansai-tsubo
(South China Three-color Grazed Jar) and Viet-
namese long-bodied jars were found, as well
as lacquerware bowls, tea ceremony tools, and
lamp dishes with ink writing related to Samurai
Ceremonies. Itis highly possible that these
items were used in neighbouring Daimyo's res-
idences. Here we excavated round eaves tiles
with a ‘Manji (swastika)’ design, which is the
official crest of the Hachisuka family of the Awa
Tokushima Clan, who had a house opposite
Mita-dori. It suggests that the people who lived
in the townhouse during this period sometimes
earned incomes by offering soil and sand or ac-
cepting rubbish from the surrounding Daimyo
residences.

From the mid-18th century onwards, there was
a marked increase in the amount of bottles
excavated. They were used for selling liquor
and other items, known as ‘Kayoi-dokkuri'. The
nail inscriptions ‘uchita’ was also identified on
many of these bottles. We assume it refers to
the sake shop Uchida-ya, which had its head
office in Yushima Yokocho (now Bunkyo-ku)
and opened shops and sub-stores throughout
the city. The reference documents also men-
tion that ‘Uchidaya Seizo and Ichirobei’ dealt in
special tax collection, money exchange, sake
and masu-zake in Mita 2-Chome.

It is characteristic of this period that several
sets of ceramics, such as bowls, plates and
cups with the same design and shape, are
found. We also focus on the excavated items,
such as abalone, a rare high-grade shellfish for
a townhouse, and a cattle bone with incised
wounds. If there was an Uchida-ya in this area,
it is highly possible that it served meals as well
as alcohol.

6 What was and was not exca-
vated at KeMCo

The excavations carried out during the KeMCo
construction are basically rescue excavations
which aim to keep records of buried cultural



property and archaeological objects that would
be lost in the construction work. However, we
did not investigate all the traces on the site. For
example, we have hardly surveyed traces of
natural phenomena or people’s activities since
the Meiji period. What we investigated was
only a part of the traces.

Protecting buried cultural property under the
Law on the Protection of Cultural Property is a
public obligation. Therefore, the national and
local governments have provided a framework
for the objects to be protected and the inves-
tigation methods, which forms the selection
criteria. On rescue excavation, based on these
criteria, we must select what to and how to
excavate in relation to the available time and
budget. The ‘archaeological site' is constructed
through these selections.

7 What was and was not exca-
vated at Hiyoshi Campus

We have also conducted rescue excavations on
the Hiyoshi Campus. The Hiyoshi Campus has
a history of being used as a base for the Navy
during the Asia-Pacific War. Until recently,
Yokohama City didn’t consider traces from this
period as the subject of its cultural property
protection policy. However, Keio University, on
its own initiatives, has excavated naval-related
sites such as bunkers and the remains of the
US military occupation era.

On the other hand, we need to pay more atten-
tion to the traces relating to the history of the
campus itself. Several elephant and deer fossils
were found around the campus area and prob-
ably would be inside the campus. But traces

of such natural phenomena are not included in
the framework of buried cultural property. It is
necessary to occasionally take time to question
these selection criteria.

8 Does the hill of Mita classify as
an archaeological site?

On the hill of the Mita Campus, Mita-sanjo, no
rescue excavation of buried cultural proper-
ties has been carried out. That is because the
pre-modern remains protected by the Mina-
to-ku Outline for the Handling of Buried Cultural

Properties, as well as modern and contempo-
rary remains that are ‘indispensable for under-
standing the history of the area’, have not been
confirmed during several constructions on the
Mita-sanjo so far.

However, walking around Mita-sanjo, we notice
that the traces of Keio’s history since its relo-
cation in 1871 remain everywhere. Many such
traces have been found in the construction
work. We discovered a part of the foundation
remains of the Fukuzawa Yukichi residence. If
we excavate Mita-sanjo, new aspects of Keio's
history will surely emerge.

9 Searching for traces of the past
at Mita Campus

Traces of the past exist everywhere around us.
Then, just as an attempt, we collected ob-
jects on the ground at the hill of Mita. Various
objects were collected, including porcelain
fragments, bricks, glass, wall materials, cards,
etc.

Someone made and used these objects and
must have various connections to the past.
The trained eyes can identify what they are
and draw stories about their past. The story
may connect to the past of the people who
found or touched them, and then the objects
may become their treasure. The objects could
be important for academic research or Keio's
history. Looking at outside the framework of
excavation and protection of buried cultural
properties lets our imagination expand to the
various pasts.

Related programme

Installation of Mita Intercept_ (Kenji Yamada)
The public art Mita Intercept_ was created

by artist Kenji Yamada as a virtual common
space where citizens and students mingle in
ruins excavated before the construction of Keio
Museum Commons. This exhibition will show a
video installation that records of the workshop
to reactivate the relics in the project space to
the present day as their activity for continuing
the excavation openly.
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