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The Problem of World and Nature in the early Heidegger
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Thesis Summary

This dissertation elucidates Martin Heidegger’s concept of the world in his early thought,
specifically in relation to his concept of nature. This study explores the culmination of Heidegger’s
early concept of the world in “the manifestness of beings as such as a whole” (die Offenbarkeit des
Seienden als solchen im Ganzen), as presented in his 1929-30 lecture course, The Fundamental
Concepts of Metaphysics, by clarifying the origin, content, and scope of nature as “beings as a
whole” (Seiendes im Ganzen), the subject of metontology.

In Chapter 1, the concepts of world and nature which were primarily employed in the period
prior to Being and Time, are interpreted. Regarding the world, this chapter examines the meaning
of the terms “it worlds” (es welted) and “intensifying concentration on the self-world.” Regarding
nature, it explores Heidegger’s adoption and critique of Aristotle’s theory of guoig. Aristotle’s view
of guoer dvra as dei—beings that are eternal, without generation or destruction—is treated as
“beings as a whole.” However, the analysis reveals problems with Aristotle’s perspective, which
approaches nature through the lens of production and zgyva.

Chapter 2 addresses the concepts of world and nature in Being and Time. It interprets
Heidegger’s critique of Kant’s concept of the world, the distinctions between four world concepts,
and the duality of significance (Bedeutsamkei?) and insignificance (Unbedeutsamkeit). Concerning
nature, the chapter categorizes Heidegger’s concept of nature in Being and Time and demonstrates
that it does not encompass nature as “beings as a whole,” which is distinct from innerworldly
beings.

Chapter 3 examines Heidegger’s concept of nature after the publication of Being and Time.
Rejecting the interpretation of metontology as regional ontologies, this chapter clarifies that
“beings as a whole” represents a diverse nature, including neutral Dasein existing prior to its
involvement in the meaningful world. The chapter further interprets the fundamental mood as
enabling the experience of this nature.

In Chapter 4, building on the findings from the previous chapters, the rationale for Heidegger’s
early definition of the world as “the manifestness of beings as such as a whole” is explained. This
chapter discusses the manner in which world-formation, through transcendence and worldview,
demonstrates that humans, unlike animals, possess Adyog. This capacity allows humans to

apprehend something “as” something and to confront and transcend nature as “beings as a whole.”
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Chapter 5 discusses the concepts of world and nature in Heidegger’s later thought, highlighting
their differences from his earlier ideas. It emphasizes the “concealment” (Verborgenheit) of “beings
as a whole,” noting that, in his later works, it cannot be overcome through transcendence.
Additionally, it shows that in 7The Origin of the Work of Art “beings as a whole” is understood as
“the strife between world and earth,” where “beings as a whole,” including the world, exists in a

state of constant dynamism. Therefore, in this context truth emerges through that strife.
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