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Localizing Christopher Marlowe A Study of His Life, Plays and Mythology
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Part I: Life
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%5 =% Christopher Marlowe and the Community of Corpus Christi College
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Part II: Plays
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HSE Struggles for Survival: The Jew of Malta and the Diabolic Power of Theatrics
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%1% Robert Greene the Mythmaker

~—rUD BHREEHR] IZET LN ODDOREFHLAESENE S 0N 5
TR, ABREEFNETIE, 9 LI BHEREEONEEZFEFELE L RE LY A
04D LT, D LATHDL 1593 4FIC28 e L TATN TS 2RWEHFAE L.
EE S Licv—u v OMRESRICEAT 2 IsBERHL, KTEMS (L0 b [T7+—2 %
2L OAREN] ) (BT 2EARIR TR SN2 DO a bk x IR E R 2 KBRS D, £
DEIZHEFICEEIT > T HDIE, [rAA—=h 7V =0 =30l (1592 4 HR)
EWIHINT Ly FTv—r Uz MBS CROICHAEL LT A S VEIEZR A
—h V=0 Thd, KETEZV—UPEH VT, a—RRA T YRT 4%
RO T AN HDIROBETH E T~ — A7 = VORBAELE -T2 Z L 2 EEHT K
S TEMT, FRERERO~—oUIZET L EOLNRL) HRE AT LOT WA




N

+ B 3 i = No.5

TERIZIERT 5, 2O LT, 77U — 20 1590 /1120 b gi OBl & I B0 2 5F 2 5 7Edh
HOHELBEL T, HOEREEENON LE - EENREBIEZ L LTRET 507
T, FEKBOBWER ~—1 v & A4y L IRBAR TGN © 3y U= U]
REWER & L T RICT HMENEL TWEZ E2MEEL, /U v P HE OBIVES
7Y —rOHOEMAREL T 0P =7 kb ~— 7T B TR R A RS D G
Forlzlibmd D,

%5 )\ZF Localizing the Marlowe Myth
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Localizing Christopher Marlowe A Study of His Life, Plays and Mythology

Thesis Summary

Localizing Christopher Marlowe shares with biographers the critical assumption and conviction that
the author-centred approach through historical materials is still indispensable to understanding
Marlowe and his literary output. Of course, it would be in vain, an illusion, to seek to reconstruct a
complete figure of Marlowe with an extremely limited volume of his biographical documents. We
have to confess that we know next to nothing about his life. In fact, few biographical documents
survive, other than his birth record in the parish register, a handful of injury and pecuniary cases
in court records, mandates of, and reports to, the Privy Councillors, the coroner’s examination of
his death, and a few hearsay accounts of his religious beliefs. Moreover, the evidence is often
fragmentary, discontinuous, and contradictory; thus, the task is too difficult for Marlowe’s
biographers to fully reconstruct his whole life.

However, this does not mean that the biographical approach no longer assumes a significant
role in Marlowe studies. Rather, as several scholars argues, a biographer today can assume a
challenging role, similar to that of a micro-historian, a sociologist, or an interpretive
anthropologist, in reconstructing the value systems of the specific social and cultural locale into
which the person concerned is deeply integrated as an agentic “actor’, and in elucidating how the
meanings of the texts he/she produces are socially interpreted and reproduced within their
complicated systems of beliefs and values.

It would be well worth trying, therefore, to reduce our scale: to observe the details of the
specific locale and its community that surely cultivated a sense of belonging in Marlowe on the
basis of his habitation and his camaraderie, and to recover the collective experiences of the social
groups or small communities with which we know he was personally and financially involved.
Adopting this micro-biographical approach, Localizing Christopher Marlowe offers ‘thick
descriptions” about the fragmentary documents relating to Marlowe’s life, as well as about his
literary output, based on its locally and temporally specific contexts. By investigating a number of
detailed fragments in archives neglected so far, this micro-biography uncovers important facets of
his college and social experience: the dynamics of local politics and culture into which Marlowe
was deeply integrated as a social and literary agent. Moreover, it affords us a deeper
understanding of the social and cultural function of literary discourses of and about the

playwright, and revises the biographical stereotypes we hold of Marlowe.
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