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Texts and Their Functions : Poetic Writings in Medieval Japan

Summary of Thesis:

This doctoral dissertation aims to elucidate the functions of poetic writings (kasho) and the
characteristics of these texts through a philological study of medieval Japanese poetry. The term
"kasho" designates works related to vernacular verse (waka), such as poetry collections (kashu) and
literary treatises (karonsho). Since waka was transmitted in the form of kasho, clarifying the
attributes of each kasho is of utmost importance. By "functions," I refer to the author's intent in
writing the work and the meanings readers found in it. By "texts," I mean the original form of the
work and how it has transformed over time. The present thesis discusses these two interrelated

issues across eight chapters, grouped into two parts.

Part I presents cases in which kasho played various functions across different eras and settings. In
Chapter one, examples underscore how various agents carried and used kasho. Moving beyond
Kyoto, the influx of kasho from the capital popularized waka in Nara, especially in the area of
Kofukuji, where learned monks also became active poets. Chapter two explores the inheritance of
kasho by focusing on the Shoj1 s0jo, a document passed down within the Reizei family that became
widely read during the Muromachi period. Chapters three and four demonstrate changes in the
function of kasho. The lenaga nikki, a diary written to pass down the compilation process of
imperial anthologies to the author's descendants, gained prominence among later poetic

householders as a reference book for editorial practices at the Bureau of Poetry (wakadokoro).

Part II explores several features of kasho texts. Chapter one focuses on the Udaijin-ke utaawase,
noting discrepancies and transcription mistakes in all extant copies, which trace back to the same
archetype that itself contains textual inaccuracies. Chapter two examines the Kumano kaishi,
highlighting how Edo-period reproductions preserve both form and content of the now-lost original
document. Chapter three discusses the Dgjo gojusshu, for which I reconstructed a relatively
accurate text by collating various copies. Chapter four investigates Sanjonishi Sanetaka's personal
poetry collection, the Setsugyokushi. Manuscript copies tend to display a more reliable text than

printed versions, although errors are present, necessitating emendation via textual criticism.

This analysis reveals that kasho served a variety of functions and that diverse texts co-existed

during the medieval period.
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