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Thesis Summary

Early modern England was a time when travel writings opened new ways of seeing and describing
foreign countries. It is true that one of the largest factors behind the expansion of this genre was travel to
the New World with the development of new methods of navigation. But during this period we also see a
growth in travel writing to the Mediterranean area, which included places familiar to contemporary
readers from pilgrimages or the crusades and from classical literature. Especially in the early
seventeenth century, new types of narratives to these places, where the frameworks of pilgrimage or
crusade no longer applied, were published in England. These writings were based on the ‘doubled
trauels’ of the writers: seeing foreign countries by way of first-hand observations and experiences and
describing them with the purpose of writing a travel narrative. The present thesis focuses on these travel
writings, especially paying attention to the descriptions written in visually appealing ways, to show that
each one has a different kind of perspective on the Mediterranean area.

The present thesis deals with three representative travel writings on the Mediterranean area and
surrounding countries published in early seventeenth-century England: George Sandys’'s Relation
(1615), Fynes Moryson’s ltinerary (1617) and Thomas Coryat’'s Crudities (1611). Chapter 1 focuses on
George Sandys’'s Relation. Sandys describes real places, including historical buildings and natural
scenery, incorporating quotations from the classics and references to the Bible. Sandys sees the
Mediterranean area as a stage for the stories of these ancient texts from a humanist viewpoint. Chapter
2 deals with Fynes Moryson’s ltinerary, which gives a bird’s-eye view of entire cities with explanations of
remarkable sights in each, corresponding with the things recommended to be surveyed by Thomas
Palmer, who wrote one of the contemporary travel manuals. Moryson sees the Mediterranean area as
one where inexperienced travelers can find basic information about foreign countries. Chapter 3 is
devoted to a discussion on the relationship between the culture of collecting curiosities and texts in early
modern England, revealing the cultural context of Coryat's Crudities. This chapter discusses the
features of the cabinet of curiosities, and of texts published in seventeenth-century England which have
associations with the cabinet of curiosities, including Robert Plot's Natural History of Oxford-shire.
Chapter 4 focuses on Thomas Coryat's Crudities, which has extraordinary variety in its contents.
Coryat’s descriptions are seemingly just an assemblage of various kinds of fragments of information.
However, when it is examined through the idea of the cabinet of curiosities, it emerges as a device for
giving readers a sense of wonder. Coryat’'s Crudities shows readers an impression of foreign cities,

displaying curious things from these cities, and treats them as places for entertainment filled with
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curiosities like cabinets. Thus, Sandys, Moryson and Coryat each have a different purpose for
describing the foreign countries in the ways that they do, and the ways in which they visualize them. The
present thesis illustrates that there was an emergence of travel writings in early seventeenth-century
England which introduced ways of seeing the Mediterranean area and the surrounding countries from

various viewpoints and with distinct purposes.
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