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The Development of the Copulative Perception Verb Construction in English: A

Corpus-based Approach
FERE BT DR BRI S OIGE | o — AT )

(NEDER)

AT G SCIE, FEEICAAET 2 EEaar En R Bh &% S (Copulative Perception Verb
Construction, LA F CPVC) O fREFEICBIT 2R ELE T2 — X2 ZHWTHAE, D
w, WAL LD ERADL O TH L, EAEFHAREREE S S 1L, £ O THREE
HAEF O be BFAD L O ICIRDFEOMLTH Y, OQFFELIMEH TIE R ARG TH
%, QIEBENE & L CEE AV o2 3hEA2KEEE & L THOW LTS, QDAEE
DEBENFEBEITH D70 ERRRMEEEZFFOZ LD ST O 2 72538 THHED B
MATONTE 12, BRI FIILLTO L S b ORE T 55,

(1) a. Mary looks happy.
b. The plan sounds reasonable.
c. The flower smells sweet.
d. The cake tastes sweet.
e. The cloth feels soft.

F-ZORECIE, RGNS as if i E CHEEARIZEA L A2 ERNEMBN TS, L)
L. ZOWUIRTEEZFT TR Y | SBATH7E T H RIS DL T Z 2o I HED
AL TWD Z N a— 22 WA TOREN LI B E oo, FFIFIET
B0 % - 724 ST 06l & LL RIS,

(2) a. It looked like I'd just dropped from heaven when he first saw me.

(COHA, 1913, FIC,

TTembarom)
b. The only job prospect that this guy had, it looks like, is this hedge fund, this joke hedge

fund he was starting up based out of his own apartment.
(COCA, 2015, SPOK, CNN: Nancy Grace)
c. It looks to me that Nathan Bedford Forrest was a military genius.
(COCA, 2011, SPOK, CNN_Cooper)
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(2a)i%, 73K as if & like IHEREQHE N BRI L TH D &V )RRk 3 72 ST E 7243, A4
WCERRDNHE L TNDZERHLNER5T2, (2b) X, FFSHT Comment Clause
ELTHRIFINCHWOLN TN DB TH S, (200F, ERIERBTHD L SN TEmM
WEG+that BiffiEOFI TH D, AL T, TNHOFH L BELELE a— 3R
Z W TRERIIZREAE - 32 2 & T2 oML, &2 WITHE O X0 alfERy e PRAE 217

9o VBRGNS 5 8 EOMME 2k~ 5,

H1ETIE, RRROAKRIXOAMNZIER L, KiwXTH 9 CPVC 23 MG A E)
FOEZIME L TWDEDONEIRRD,

% 2 BWTIX, CPVC DI ZRFLR 21TV, Z OB —/72 S 7 Y —I2H
FOTHEBEAFEIMEICESS Ry N — I EL R T 22 ONTT 5, £0 LT,
ZORy MU — 7 OFED BRI RRE 2> TEERTHY . S THH LW AEL
TWbHZ L &ETRT,

7% 3 mTIX, CPVC &4 I AT 2 JLHIMICIRET T2, A, MSCERkd %
ERE. ®hE, MREOBLAN DT E £ LD D, B-TiX. CPVC ORI 725341 D
fR#EH| & L. Taniguchi (1997), Gisborne and Holmes (2007), Whitt (2010)Z H v E
T %, TEROHIZETIL, MXOBNREREIZE RN YT > TEY | fo TWDHIFE
LI WRRTH D Z 2T 5, L L, SR FEICEIT L 52EBETS
b IORDLFBRBMLETHD EEZHLEMNIT D,

4 BT, AmSCTHW L EERRY « HiEmmpIPsHA 2319 5, AfeSUTEARRIITIE
XL E ZOMEFEEMITHN LB L TWd, £, EmHic L2481tk s ()
FBUL &V D 2 DOBREICET Dim 2 L OFHFE TIIZ HnbinTng,
55 5 B CIL, A ER AR A TAESC (BL CPVO R EFEI ZfisE s LTE D L oIk
STFEEIZBWT, B LERAEBLET 5, BT TIE, i LWiRE Y — 2%
159 58545 . seem, appear DAfieE/ XX — U ZHHEIC L > TR O Z E NS LT
%o ZHUZE, look 72 EOIEENGIN seem ERI UL EX Y T 4 e BRAEES L2 &
M| & &> TnD, L, FEBRIC seem DT CPVC OHfiFE/ ¥ — %
G272mnE Dk, EEOT =2 2O THATHIRIZRY, 20Xy v 72057
W, T AU BHEEE 1800 26 2000 FALETH/N—L TS Corpus of Historical
American English (Davies, 2008-)% F\\ T, Z O EMGEL 7=, CPVC NEV 55
SRR 1L, as if, as though. like TH D=0, TNEFNERR L CHEEZIT-72, A
AE L 72 fb B, Ml STRERRIC & » THRBERBE DN R D Z LA LN E 2572, as if (though)
DA, seem 73 look (ZHEAT L THRY . TORMEN L TWD, ZiUE, G
Y seem DFEL T T CPVC i Z TN D X HIZRo7c Z EREL TV D,
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asif OLEOFZEIILLTFTOE®Y TH 5D,

1. seem as if W E TIRANAFIET 5,

2. look OFEHRNEALL T, L fbanzHGmz BN 2 X 5 10 R BRI
BT 2, AV BEERITENRE - FELE - FRRRERRE & O HBERY R B A I > TV
Do

3. BMRMZLFERIMEIZ RS W THEHEDNE = U look 2MMELOBERE 2 #4595

4. FRR - AMICHERL L7 RB S 2 0 | look as if 23 seem as if (ZE & H#io D
DOBH D, FEOREIZILVI AL TLITRRD,

LU, like DAL, ST LH ZORFUIFFES 72w, ZOBEBIZLLTO@EY T
»H 5D,

1. seem like [I2°72 579 L % look like |2 b~ THHMSIZ /T L722 W,
2. WIZb o & LHEEDOEWLARDLEIL, T X TORMRIX3IZIBUVT look like TH 5,

Z B like DFEIT, asif CIFBEE LSOO LBIORE THD Z EBRB IS, like
T &G ERIEFATHY . Lilxk &> T, like 1T, HiSCEESR L L COMEAE &S
L. F1 look like O FIC & B8 7~

1. look like+ 4 7ilf] & look AR like 23& -7,

2. like 23l SCEERR & L COREREA 1815 L, look like LA 81575

3. look like 3L & look as if IXOEANY « ERAVRLMEIZ L > Tasif & like DFALIME
DHENLT B, FTZRIRD look & seem DRI « BHRBFELIED & HIZHETT 5,

4. ZDfER seem as if & seem like ~EHEET 5,

ZD 20 as if & like N - BIRHIHELL L7 /ER., BEABGEAERZ 72, 20
EYPEClx. tlook, sound, seem, appear} &\ 9 H LWEFEI T U BB L-OOH D,
ZOHFTiTasif & like BHALTEY, 7 AU DHEFETIL, like BHEAE LTV D,

1. [Vlasif & [V]like 235t LT\ 5%,
2. ISR OBLE D GIE, like 28 as if IZEE#D Y >2H 5,
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ZOWHEDOEBIL 3 > ThH b, 1 2/F, FLBIERTH S, AR TOFEORER., ML
B Z ETRERE N R D Z LA LN ER Y | TR T bl TV D L0 &
IS HEERBEDNEHTHD Z ERHALNE o7, 2 DHOEMRIZ, SiEOIEN
WRINZE Z > TWD Z ENB b E o7, asif BEAL A 72 HIE, [FERIZ like & HUAL
&N DTIEFRLS, FEDOIARIZITIT DEENIENLD, Flo, EORMSUERZ 117
HOMNEND) T EIZONTIE, BEZEDIEL DX NRKRENVWIERHALNE RS-, 3
DOHIF, BT TV DRI ONTEILRDLT —FafrLc, b&b & ilakkEEE]
&H 5 seem & appear & H & H EHFHEIF TH D look & sound & V9 e A EEEFS
B RS, A HREIRICHE DN T, el L7 BN L FFOICE 2 HEZ L L TV 5,
BRZET & FREOWIRIIEEL LI AEKILE T /L Usage-based Model & —E D
H HEEEmIC e > TN D,

% 6 FETlX,.CPVC 2 7E =i Comment Clause & L T 5 k% COCA £ COHA
ORI U TN 21T o 72, CPVC OB 224l % 4 - 7= 81 THFZE1%, FICH
ELTOREICEANRYTHNTEY, FHZZOMHILE L TORKY S H GRS 8]
Mr/somEnmiran s, L2rL, #E6EHE LToOMEZ, FHiELTO
look/sound like & i HHEFER « EHAICOIVEES 5 Z & CRIFIE LT 285 T
HY ., XELTOMEDRIZAELTEY 5t LIZHHRIZAD WD ORI S D,
ABETITETHER L L TCOMERHNLT 2B R ONWT 4 DOHERK LT, £7,
FHNgERI @ E8 & B9 523, CPVC OFBEITIIEBEIN & —KT 25 Z R0,

ﬂiME'E%% CEEEZOMOE SR VEEEN DS KD, 2-0HIZ, CPVC

FEIXIFR T DI OB R EGE it 0BG X T, 2O &I EH &
E@@Fﬁ@f‘/ﬁ 1)« BRI BN L 72 | ERI O3 (Gt) looks/sounds like & [
EENDZ ETRVERFIEE LTINS LT < 2d, 3 202, BADBEEl ST
%, BIFORMETHLAERMEOHBBRILNEZ o722 L 2R Lo, BAERMIZIE, CFR
LRICEERT D ENE L holoZ &R LT, 4 DDIZ, EEHEN TR E L TokEl
EROEDITRD E, bbb EIEETIRENREL AR L TV OR, EEIETH
HENAEL LTOREND LI RD T LER LI, ZhD 4 DO & FF S A FE

L7cZbeZmllc, &bl BlEET 2L, bbb e EHEERE L WO BENG, X
(ZDOHMER L T2 CPVC ORFSHID, RTER A4 w A 78 £ &0 IR 258 & i 4
LZEBNMHBMNERoT, ZOFNEEIT, FEITh o7 & Z ORI - FEIMEL A L,
EAMRT G RER ORERLUT IS < EBI 2 2 5- LT, g LAaWnE 5 BeEa o
HNRWD D Z L Hm LT,
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BTETIE, Lo & bHLWMRE/ Y — 2 Th 5 it looks/sounds that #E2 L7z, =
DR RE — 2 F, RIZL < OREEBHIC L > TR ATEE TIE 2V, O OfER IS
DOWFFETIL, T TR, LrL, a3 —"ATEFALZET &, EFRAONDL, =
NET, KN BLRIITOIL TS, LL, EOLICZOMIRREZEL TXZD
2> E VDD BIZOWTIERFZER 72 ST e, ZORWIZ-2W T, BYU-Corpora @
B2 — 2 W CHERFRRZEZ A L, 22 30EE - BSUEO BRI X - Tl
425 &ailBi,

ZOfEHR, it looks that/it sounds that I[ZETHIETE LN TE 2 LD & WS
BREPIZEDON TE I ENRH LN E /e oT-, F7z it looks that IZTEFEMEITH F 0 &<
72 D3, looks to me that <X° looks (ElIFd) that @ X 9 2B T look & that 23yTH: L
RWBIOEIE BB EDRH BN E ST, ZHUE, look that I3 look like & EHEZHIIZ
FRINDTZDICHFRB IS VWDOTEEB 2 b5, o, OFEL YA ZIZEWTEY]
MAZTOND, Zhid, FEZEIETIE, EFELLXE S O —ERENICHERTE D
TeDIEMKER A TLEIDIZX LT, OFETIED O —EMR & ¥, ERH L TH
FRNLZFEOP TR LI W GAERREAREO b TN D Z LR Eh
Do

Flo DETIEH 2GR E LTOEFAS BRI o, L LETE TR TE
look like & |FFEEMRBEN IR D Z LN RBIND, like (FEMAFRETH H—F ., that
IFEM S ND Z L CEEH BB DVPHMBEOICE VSN D AR H D, 22T
IZ Thompson and Mulac (2001) DGERIZHES> TWAH EEZ LD,

58 ETIL, fimaii Tz, FTAMTMEZHALNTLIZONREROBIEZITH, £
D, TOFRERIZE > TRGRILA LD LD ITFFEAICHMRT 2002 R~ 5, £-AGm
DRRF 2R, FRR~DORELHEI L Taa AL 5, FHINE TH-o TE oI & [FkR
IZ seem N HEEEZITT-THA 9 look to VIELZH D Z LITHLETH D08, KTl
Po Ty, Fio, K TIEENETIL look & sound (ZFRE L7225, FEERIZITEE B
ELTHRET Db D& LT feel NET HND, ZOEGE T HZ L TERBEHNTD
BAfRE LIRS B TE 5 Z ERWIFF S D,
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Summary of Thesis:

This thesis described the development of the Copulative Perception Verb
Construction (CPVC) in Present-day English. There have mainly been two types of
previous studies on the CPVC. One is synchronic research with introspective data to
analyze the grammatical behaviour of the construction (e.g., Gisborne 2010). The other
is diachronic research with authentic data to explore how the construction emerged or
developed new use in English (e.g., Taniguchi 1997, Gisborne and Holme 2007, Whitt
2010). As the construction has kept its development, there have been emerging uses on
which the previous studies have not focused.

In particular, this thesis investigated three new usages with corpora. The typical
examples of them are as follows:

(1) a. It looked like I'd just dropped from heaven when he first saw me.
(COHA, 1913, FIC, TTembarom)
b. The only job prospect that this guy had, it looks like, is this hedge fund, this joke hedge fund
he was starting up based out of his own apartment. (COCA, 2015, SPOK, CNN: Nancy Grace)

c. It looks to me that Nathan Bedford Forrest was a military genius.
(COCA, 2011, SPOK, CNN_Cooper)

The first case study deals with the development of the CPVC with clausal complements
introduced by as if and like, as exemplified in (1a). Although the previous research has
mentioned that as if and like are synonymous, the results showed that they underwent
different paths. Seem as if were popular first but now look like have been getting more
popular.

The second case study deals with the CPVC as a comment clause, as exemplified
in (1b). It becomes a comment clause by demoting to an adverbial clause. The chapter
presents three pieces of evidence for this: (i) tag-question formation, (ii) omitted
subject, (iii) free occurring position and (iv) indicative mood.

The third case study explores the CPVC with that-clauses, as exemplified in (1c).
In the previous research, this construction pattern was considered as unacceptable but
actually used in Present-day English at the same time. This study revealed with data
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from corpora that it is actually used but in limited contexts.

All of the case studies suggest that there the CPVC (e.g., with look and sound)
has been integrating with verbs of seeming (e.g., seem and appear) into a new modal
verbal category. The CPVC have acquired complement patterns such as as if and that
clauses via analogical extension from verbs of seeming. On the other hand, verbs of

seeming got like complements.
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