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The School Library for Education Reform

Summary of Thesis:

The purpose of this study is to report an organized history and current discussion of post-occupancy
education reform in order to clarify how the school library has been positioned in the curriculum and
methods of postwar education in Japan. Since educational reform is occurring as an international
trend, we discuss current and future educational reforms needed among Japanese school libraries

and their professional staff systems.

The whole is composed of 4 parts and 10 chapters:
Part I Confirmation of the starting point after the war
Chapter 1 Current status of postwar school library research
Chapter 2 Education reforms and school library staff problems during the Occupation Period
Chapter 3 Relationship between the departure of postwar education and the school library
Part IT Education reform and school libraries
Chapter 4 Staffing problems in school libraries
Chapter 5 The relationship between education reforms and school libraries
Chapter 6 Survey reports on education reform and the establishment of a school library system
Part III Foreign school libraries and professional staff systems
Chapter 7 School library CDI in French education
Chapter 8 Library services and the professional training system in Hawaii, U.S.
Part IV Policy issues in Japan
Chapter 9 Possibility of school information media professionals

Chapter 10 Education reform issues and the future of school libraries in Japan

In August 1953, shortly after the end of the occupation by the GHQ/SCAP, the School Library Act,
which was said to be the world's first school library law, was enacted in Japan. Although the fever of
postwar educational reforms had already been cooling down, it established school libraries as
facilities without professional librarians, which the people hoped would function effectively. During
the 20th century, school libraries were placed in the corners of school buildings, managed by
privately hired clerical staff or by the children themselves under the title of “library committee.”

These libraries were just collections of reading materials.

There have been several reforms to date including legislative revisions twice in 1997 and 2014, and
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teacher librarians are now required in schools with more than 12 classes. School librarians have
been institutionalized due to the influence of the Children's Reading Activity Promotion Act (2001).
As a result, full-time librarians are assigned to 60% of high schools, but non-regular staff are
generally working for multiple libraries concurrently at elementary and junior high schools. The
difficulty here is that both teacher librarians and school librarians are assigned to perform their
duties in schools despite the legal statement that the school library contributes to the development
of the curriculum. Since the role of teacher librarian is only one of many school duties for teachers,
there are very few examples supporting that this duty system is effective. School libraries, supported
by school librarians, tend to just provide reading materials within the school because of the indirect

relationship with the school curriculum.

The results of this study are summarized based on the history of school libraries, the international

situation, and the current state of education reform.

First, through international education reforms that took place from the end of the 19th century to
the beginning of the 21st century, there was a shift from the idea of injecting skills and knowledge
into learners to the concept that students themselves compose their knowledge based on various
learning resources. Aligned with this trend, Western countries actively introduced exploratory
learning methods, maintained school libraries, and assigned professional staff. Educational reforms
were made in the United States from the late 1950s to the 1970s and in France from the late 1980s
to the 1990s. On the other hand, in Japan, there were temporary similar efforts during postwar
reform era of the late 1940s and 1950s, but they failed due to changes in occupation policy. After
that, the idea was introduced through revisions to the MEXT course of study in the 1980s. These

efforts have been unable to achieve a staff of professional librarians at school libraries.

Some hold that written language is not only a tool to convey knowledge but also useful for acquiring
knowledge, and the library is a place for mastering such tools. On the other hand, what was written
in Japan and other countries that have been affected by Chinese cultural influences was a canon,
and the tendency was to accept it unconditionally. In the traditional educational approaches,
students only need to be provided textbooks and reference books that contain correct knowledge.
This is the fundamental reason that the school education system has not been naturally linked to

school libraries in Japan.

However, in recent years, the importance of constructivist learning, in which learners build their
own knowledge, has been increasingly recognized in Japan. In order to carry out inquiry-based
problem-solving learning through this reform, the Western concept of libraries is also required in
Japanese schools. At the end of this paper, we present four model plans for assigning school library

specialists to achieve the goal of strengthening staffing in Japanese school libraries.
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