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Lu Xun’s Literary Origin and Legacy in Japan: A Study Focusing on his
“Mentor-Disciple” Relationships

Summary of Thesis:
This dissertation employs a comparative literature framework to explore people whom Lu Xun established

“mentor-disciple” relationships with through the mediation of Japan and Japanese language.

Chapter one retraces the life of Lu Xun’s Japanese language teacher Matsumoto Kamejird and examines the
background of Lu’s Japanese language acquisition experience and the formation of thoughts when he was

studying in Japan.

Chapter two explicates the aim of Lu Xun’s translation of the Russian writer Andreyev’s works: Hyprocricy and

Silence, and their impact on his first short story A Madman's Diary.

Chapter three bases on an analysis of notes taken from private lessons Masuda Wataru took with Lu Xun in
Lu’s Shanghai residence in 1932, using texts such as Call to Arm (Nahan 1922) and Wandering (Panhuang),
which Lu annotated and translated himself. In particular, the chapter focuses on the enigma that surrounding the
two stories: “The Misanthrope” (guduzhe 1925) and “Sadness” (Shangshi), with an attempt to provide a new
interpretation, to unravel the eighty-year-old mystery of the connection between the two narratives and the names

of their protagonists.

Chapter four presents the “mentor-disciple” relationship and interaction between Lu Xun and Hayashi Fumiko
who travelled between Shanghai and Tokyo in the 1930s.

Chapter five delineates the “mentor-disciple” relationship of Lu Xun and Xiao Hong, who through her own
experience of loneliness while studying in Japan came to have a deep understanding of Lu Xun. Specifically, this
chapter focuses on two recent biographical films on Xiao Hong to scrutinize her true intent underneath the
language of The Golden Age. It also observes the deep and moving affection between mentor and disciple as seen
in Lu Xun and Xiao Hong, and illuminates how Xiao Hong inherited the spirit of Lu Xun.

Chapter six traces the near hundred years of journalistic accounts related to Lu Xun by the Japanese major
media Yomiuri Shinbun to elucidate the extensive dissemination of Lu Xun’s literary legacy by the said
newspaper.

Chapter seven deals with the history of reception of Lu Xun’s stories that have been dramatized with a
chronological survey of those performances in Japan.

Chapter eight probes the legacy of Lu Xun'’s literature through Japanese textbooks for middle and high schools
since 1953 to demonstrate Japanese middle and high school students who establish connections of influence and

“mentor-disciple” relationship through these textbooks.
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The experience of studying in Japan provides an opportunity of foundational training for Lu Xun to become a
great writer and also serves as the genesis of the formation of a diverse image of Lu Xun as we know him today.
The dissertation reveals the historical expansion of the image of Lu Xun, explores the “mentor-disciple”
relationships surrounding Lu Xun and his literary legacy. In the 21th century, this legacy has been carried forward
by scholars in multiple disciplines to a wide spectrum of general public. Moreover, it has become the foundation
for Sino-Japan cultural exchange through media reports. This dissertation is an attempt to present a new,

multilayered research on the reception and legacy of Lu Xun’s literary endeavor.
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