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Continuity and Transformation in the Exegetics of the Shijing - Focusing on the Studies of the
Shijing During the Northern Song Period

Summary of Thesis:

According to popular lore, the Shijing was edited by Kongzi. It is the oldest anthology of
poems in China and one of the Confucian classics. It is believed that this collection was compiled
to teach morality regarding how both individuals and states should behave, and successive
generations of scholars have made numerous annotations of this code. Through analyzing the
annotations of the Shijing, it is possible to gain insight into the perception of the Northern Song
scholars regarding this literature and their ideology, as well as the political climate in this
particular era. At the same time, it 1s also possible to investigate the common trends of thought
during this period, as well as the transitions in ideology and the perspectives in the literature of
successive generations. This survey of past research will thus examine the discourse dealing with
the Shijing in the Northern Song Dynasty, with a special emphasis on the process by which related
annotations were crafted during that era.

During this period, the leading scholars questioned the interpretations of the Shijing by
their predecessors from the Han and Tang Dynasties. Their new interpretations challenged what
had been considered to be the absolute authority opinion on the subject that had dominated the
thinking on the subject matter. This new discourse greatly influenced the way the Shijing was
interpreted in successive centuries.

This article will analyze the interpretation of the individual verses and phrases of each
poem, and compare multiple annotations. Conventional approaches toward analysing the Shijing
consisted of tackling larger themes in a more holistic way. Instead, in this article, each issue will be
investigated separately in order to gather more detailed observations. Additionally, the perspective,
interpretation philosophy, and methodology of the leading scholars during the Northern Song
Dynasty (Ou Yangxiu, Wang Anshi, Su Zhe, Cheng Yi) will be examined. Finally, the academic
interest in the Shijing during the Song period and how Confucian ethics influenced this
interpretation will be illuminated.

Through this article, the historical current of Shijing studies will become -clearer,

transcending the conventional approach to Shijing history.
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