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Exemplars at work: Theoretical arguments for Exemplar-based Construction Grammar
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(1) She kicked me a question.
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(2) a. Freddy gave me the globe. (—H HHYFER0)
b. Mark pushed the door open. (i FAi 0)
c. Remy threw the book into the water. (i FEEIHE 30)
d. Roy made his way through the crowd. (Way £ 30)
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Summary of Thesis:
In this dissertation, a theory called Exemplar-based Construction Grammar, henceforth EBCG, is
presented. EBCG is a theory of language which investigates the exemplar-based nature of language,
focusing on the construction effect. The construction effect is characterized as a kind of intuition of
classification in which we recognize something new as an instance of a thing we already know.
Specifically, EBCG is aimed at explaining the mechanism of language processing by humans as a
classification process with associations of exemplars, that is, individual fragments of past experience
stored in mind.

EBCG is, as the name suggests, a version of a linguistic theory called Construction Grammar
(e.g., Croft 2001; Goldberg 1995), in which the knowledge of language is assumed to be composed of
various kinds of constructions, i.e., stored symbols of form-meaning pairs, with varying size and degree
of abstractness from morphemes such as construct and -ion to syntactic frames such as [Subject Verb
Object]. At the same time, also as the name suggests, EBCG is a theory assuming the exemplar-based
nature of the target phenomenon. The term exemplar is a hypothetical entity of our memory, long been
discussed in the field of psychology, especially of cognitive psychology (e.g., Hintzman 1984; Medin &
Schaffer 1978; Nosofsky 1986). Exemplars are considered to be the tokens of our past experience
stored in mind, which are utilized when processing any newly-encountered tokens.

EBCG assumes that

* we human memorize all the exemplars of sentences previously heard/read
* when processing an input sentence we associate those concrete exemplars with the input;
» then we construct meanings (and perhaps, forms) via integrating or blending the associated

exemplars and transfer the integrated meaning (and form) to the input.
This means that EBCG is not based on abstract entities, i.e., constructions, but based on concrete
exemplars, hence exemplar-based.
Suppose, for example, we hear/see the following sentence:

(1) She kicked me a question.

This sentence would be novel and sound somewhat bizarre, but probably be interpretable. EBCG tries

to pursue the source of interpretation, if possible, and provide empirical evidence for the process of
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interpretation. The source is considered to lie in a set of exemplars of, for example, sentences. In the
case of the above example such sentences as She asked me a question and She gave me a question
are the candidates for the source of interpretation. We could process the sentence based on the partially

overlapping expressions previously heard, seen or even imagined.
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