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Izumi Kyoka: His Stories of Transformation

Summary of Thesis:

While receiving advice from his respected teacher Ozaki Koyo, Izumi Kyoka created a large number
of distinguished stories by adapting and modifying the material taken from various sources. In this
study, I understand Kyoka’s such creations as “stories of transformation” and verify the validity of
this characterization. The transformation in Kyoka’s case can be classified into three categories:
firstly that of miscellaneous sources such as preceding literary arts, legends, real stories,
newspaper articles and so on, secondly that of his own earlier works, and thirdly that of his own

original drafts.

In this study, Kyoka’s career as a novelist is divided into four periods. The first chapter discusses
the works from his take-off period, and the second chapter with those from the late 20s through the
30s of the Meiji period. Chapter 3 deals with his visionary works written between the late 30s and
the early 40s of the Meiji period, and Chapter 4 with works written in the Taisho and Showa
periods. The examination of Kyoka’s whole span of works, as conducted in this study, firmly

supports my interpretation that captures Kyoka’s literature as that of transformation.

Although the literary style of transformation can be observed in two other novelists under Koyo’s
tuition, Kyoka was the one who acquired a perfect command of it and maintained the style
throughout his career from the beginning to the end. In the case of Mishima Sosen, his “Onna
Kaizoku” is considered as a transformation of his earlier work “Ogon Kutsu because of the
similarity of motif. In the case of another disciple Tokuda Shusei, his novel “Ogon Kutsu” borrowed

the title and incorporated parts of the plot of Sosen’s “Ogon Kutsu.”

Thus the nature of transformation seen in Kyoka’s literary works is clearly different. In the cases of
Shusei or Sosen, the transformation is confined to the borrowing of the title or the plot. The present
study illustrates how Kyoka’s skillful command of transformation enabled him to create unique
works of literature by combining the common features gleaned from various sources. In conclusion,
it is the active and wide-ranging world of fantasy and imagination that forms the essence of

Kyoka’s literature.
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