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Summary of Thesis:

My thesis is focused on two general topics that are indispensable for understanding Plotinus'
theory of the soul. One is the essence of the soul, and the other is the structure of a psychic stratum that
constitutes the third level of the hierarchy of beings after the One and the Intellect in Plotinus'
philosophy. | preface these subjects with general introductions to Plotinus, his works, and his
philosophy.

At the start of the main sections, | analyze how Plotinus conceived of the essence of the soul. By
defining the soul as an essential being (ouagia), he contrasts his position with that of the Stoics and the
Peripatetics, the two major philosophical rivals of Platonism at the time. The Stoics regarded the soul as
the body, and the Peripatetics defined the soul as the form of the living body. For Plotinus, however, no
body or form could be said to be the essential being (ougia). The soul qua ouoia is incorporeal and
independent of THE body, as Plato holds in the Phaedo and elsewhere. Thus, Plotinus champions
Platonism.

| then present the structure of the psychic hierarchy in Plotinus' ontology. There are many souls,
such as the world soul, human souls, animal souls, plant souls, and so on. However, Plotinus says that
all souls are essentially one. Unlike the body, which can be one only in continuity, and unlike quality,
which is one only in kind, the soul is one in number. When Plotinus insists that all souls are one, this
numerical oneness is intended. The soul viewed as one is called "the Whole Soul" (6An wuxn), of which
other souls, such as our human souls and the world soul, are parts. | interpret this Whole Soul to be in
the realm of the Intellect. The crux of Plotinus' theory of the soul lies exactly in this: a part of our soul that
corresponds to the Whole Soul remains in the realm of the Intellect.

| discuss a number of specific problems that issue from the conceptions of the soul described
above. First, | take up the notion of sensible quality or form. Plotinus regards the soul and its rational
principles (Adyor) as producing sensible qualities.

Next, | discuss Plotinus' theory of sense perception, describing the two important notions that
explain the process of sense perception: the impassibility of the soul and the sympathy, generated by
the world soul between a sense organ and a sense object.

| close by examining the highest cognitive power in the soul, namely, discursive thinking (d/dvoia).
Plotinus seeks the possibility that the discursive thinking of the soul accomplishes a self-knowledge of
the Intellect, in which a subject (Intellect) and its objects (Platonic ideas) are perfectly one. In admitting

its possibility and mitigating the gap between the soul and the Intellect, Plotinus differs from other
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Platonists. This divergence can be interpreted as being based on Plotinus' own mystical experience,
according to which his soul was purified from his body and unified with the divine during his life. It is also
based on his interpretation of Plato's Phaedo. | conclude that in Plotinus' original notion of the soul

derives from his own experience and his interpretation of Plato.
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