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Summary of Thesis:

Al-Trshad (the Guidance) is an association established in 1914 by Arabs living in what is now Indonesia.
It advocates Islamic reformism and has mainly engaged in educational activities. The vast majority of the Arabs in
Southeast Asia are what is known as “Hadramis”—immigrants from Hadramawt, a region in southern Arabia, and
their descendants. Previous research has treated al-Irshad as essentially a Hadrami organization and argued that its
educational activities in the Dutch colonial period promoted the creation of an exclusive Hadrami identity that
encouraged separation from the host society.

Focusing on the activities of al-Irshad, this study examines the Arab community in Indonesia from the early
twentieth century until the 1950s from two viewpoints: Islam and national integration. This study has two
purposes. First, it elucidates the significance of Islamic reformism in al-Irshad, focusing on the role and influence
of its founder, Ahmad al-Surkati, who was not a Hadrami but a Sudanese ‘ulama’ (a traditional Muslim
intellectual), regarding him as the central figure of Islamic reformism in al-Irshad. Second, examining al-Irshad’s
activities, this study analyzes the causes and processes of the Arab community’s adaptation and integration into
the host society. In this regard, it also demonstrates the role of Islam in social integration in the emerging
Indonesian society.

Islamic reformism justified the formation of al-Irshad theoretically, and has defined its activities. Siirkat1’s
reformist thought is characterized by his consistent emphasis on “egalitarianism,” that is, equality among all
Muslims. Islamic reformism also played a crucial role in al-Irshad’s adaptation and integration into the host
society. In the late 1920s, Sturkati’s “egalitarianism” shifted from a pan-Islamist approach to one more restricted
territorially to Indonesia. By the end of the Dutch period, this orientation toward the local society overcame the
separatist Hadrami component in al-Irshad. Finally, in the 1950s, immediately after the Republic of Indonesia
achieved independence, al-Irshad’s adaption and integration in the host society was complete. Members of
al-Irshad chose to highlight their Muslim identity, not their Hadrami one, so that they could be accepted in the
host society. Thus, it is clear that the Arabs maintained their plural identities, and Islam performed a function of

social integration during the formation of the Indonesian state.
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