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BER AR NI DAL BN ——1E T & AR iR
Buddhist Art During the Formation of Prince Shotoku Worship: An Exploration of Forms and Ideas

Thesis Summary

As a key historical figure who laid the foundations for both Japanese Buddhism and the early Japanese state
system, Prince Shotoku (BE{E K-, 574~622) has long been venerated for his efforts in promoting Buddhism
and formulating legal codes. Following his death, he was gradually deified and ultimately revered as the founder
of Japanese Buddhism and the spiritual protector of the nation. However, due to the scarcity of contemporary
written sources and the mythical embellishments that accumulated over time, many accounts of his propagation of
Buddhism are interwoven with legendary elements. This makes material culture—such as extant sculptures and
temple structures—essential for reconstructing both his historical persona and the early phases of Japanese
Buddhism.

The Ikaruga region in Nara, where Prince Shotoku once lived, is home to several major Buddhist temples
closely associated with him, including Horyt-ji (7£[%<F) and Chigt-ji (= <F). These sites preserve iconic
Buddhist sculptures from the Asuka and Hakuhd periods, which are among the earliest surviving artifacts of
Japanese Buddhist history. As such, these images are invaluable for understanding the early forms of Japanese
Buddhism as well as the historical context of Prince Shotoku’s religious activities.

This dissertation centers on Prince Shotoku and explores his dual identity: on one hand, as the "H60"
(Chakravartin, Dharma King) symbolizing state authority, and on the other, as a “Savior” who embodies personal
sacrifice for the salvation of others. By examining how his veneration evolved from a personal devotion among
surviving relatives and close retainers into a foundational ideology for the Ritsuryd state (ff43[E|5%) system, this
study investigates how the belief in Prince Shotoku shaped early Japanese state Buddhism.

Key case studies include the sanctification and the statue group of the Kondo (Golden Hall, 4%) at
Horyt-ji, the temple’s statues of the Kudara Kannon (H % #L %14, ) and the Guze Kannon (R 5 14), as well
as the statue of a sitting contemplatively in the Ardha Padmasana position (F-IliEMES) housed at Chiigi-ji.
Through an analysis of their iconographic features and ideological origins, this dissertation seeks to illuminate the
spiritual intentions behind these sculptures and the historical contexts of their creation.

Furthermore, the study situates the cult of Prince Shotoku within the broader political and religious
landscape of East Asia between the Sth and 7th centuries. This period, marked by the integration of nomadic and
agrarian cultures, witnessed the spread of Buddhism and the emergence of the concept of the “Buddhist State” and
"Buddhist Sacred Emperor" in China. As exchanges with the continent deepened, similar ideas were introduced
into the Korean Peninsula and Japan, giving rise to localized forms of sacred kingship. By comparing Buddhist

sculptures from the Ikaruga region with East Asian sculptural traditions, this dissertation traces how continental
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influences—particularly from the Northern Qi and Sui dynasties of China, and the Korean kingdoms—were
absorbed and transformed into a uniquely Japanese form of Shotoku veneration within the East Asian

Chakravartin tradition.
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