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1 MOT: You like the book?

2 CHI: Yeah. Can we read it (0.1) can we read it again?
3 MOT: Again?

4 CHI: Yeah.
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Thesis Summary

This dissertation investigates the role of cultural norms in Japan and the United States in shaping
children’s linguistic and emotional development. In particular, it examines how parents in these countries
use verbal interactions to cultivate empathy in their children. Central to this study are two questions:
whether there is a difference in the level of empathy exhibited by American and Japanese parents, and
how American and Japanese parents assist their children in acquiring empathy.

Previous research has highlighted cultural distinctions, noting that Japanese parents tend to
emphasize affection and interpersonal relationships, while American mothers focus on information
sharing and fostering independence. These practices are believed to involve scaffolding within the zone
of proximal development (ZPD), a concept that describes the support that caregivers provide to help
children achieve tasks slightly beyond their current abilities but within their potential. However, the
specific influence of scaffolding on emotion socialization across cultures has not been thoroughly
examined, marking an underexplored area in cross-cultural studies of language socialization.

To address these research gaps, the study used picture-book reading sessions as a standardized
data collection method. It comprised two distinct analyses examining how emotion socialization was
practiced during these sessions with children aged 0—7. The first analysis examined the interactions of
165 American parents and 105 Japanese parents reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar or its Japanese
version, Harapeko Aomushi, with their 0—4-year-old children. The results uncovered distinctive patterns
of speech: the Japanese parents often employed enactments to foster empathy and social norms, while
the American parents typically engaged in question-and-answer sequences to promote their children’s
self-expression, even when the children were at an early, preverbal stage. These early efforts suggest
that the parents were establishing a culturally specific foundation for speech that is crucial for their
children’s later development. It also suggests that parents scaffold beyond the ZPD, implying that
children may have more potential for development than currently thought.

The second study explored the interactions of 59 American and 112 Japanese parents sharing a
wordless picture book, Found., with their 3—7-year-old children. It investigated how these parents used
the book as a tool to foster empathy by discussing the characters’ emotions. The findings revealed no
significant differences between the cultures in terms of the frequency and depth of emotional references
made. However, the results uncovered distinct approaches in scaffolding techniques: the Japanese
parents were more inclined to use enactments, whereas the American parents leaned toward structured

questioning. This insight challenges the traditional view of individualism versus collectivism frameworks,
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suggesting that parents across both cultures similarly prioritize the development of empathy in their
children, albeit through different methods.

The findings from these studies prompted a reevaluation of scaffolding and the ZPD. This dissertation
therefore introduces a novel two-tiered scaffolding framework that blends readiness scaffolding with
practical scaffolding to address both immediate educational needs and long-term development goals. It
also proposes the novel assisted comprehension, reflective application, and creative engagement (ARC)
model, which redefines developmental progressions into three distinct zones that reflect unique stages in
children’s emotional and cognitive development: the zone of assisted comprehension, the zone of
reflective comprehension, and the zone of innovative application. Integration of the two-tiered scaffolding
framework with the ARC model offers a holistic view of development that more accurately represents
children’s varied emotional and cognitive growth trajectories.

The conclusions of this research have significant implications for emotion socialization research. The
ARC model and the two-tier scaffolding framework are proposed as a comprehensive approach that
respects both cultural differences and similarities in parental scaffolding, which will be useful for

contemporary research in language socialization.
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