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Reexamination of middle-brow novels and novels of manners in continuity with the wartime period

: Focusing on Hayashi Fusao, Ishizaka Yojiro, and Niwa Fumio who are writers sent to the southern front

Thesis Summary

This dissertation focuses on writers sent to the southern front during the Asia-Pacific War and traces
their literary activities and creative endeavors that led to the rise of middle-brow novels and novels of
manners during the postwar occupation period. In particular, this discusses Hayashi Fusao, who was the
starting point of the middle-brow novels, Niwa Fumio, who has always been at the center of discussions
of novels of manners, and Ishizaka Yojiro, who achieved success by combining novels of manners with
theory on democracy and postwar Japan.

What Hayashi, Ishizaka, and Niwa had in common after the war was their skepticism toward the
ideology advocated for the construction of new Japan, and their wartime activities and this attitude led to
them being relentlessly attacked by the left-wing camp. When one takes a stance that shows skepticism
toward ideology, the writer's own position and arguments inevitably become separate from existing
systematic norms and individual, no longer clear-cut and easily named or categorized. This is the main
reason why their middle-brow novels and novels of manners, although they flourished during the
occupation, were not recognized as critical, especially by the left-wing camp that was the mainstream in
the literary world. But at the same time, it is also a major reason why researchers today should continue
to build up their understanding of individual writers and their novels.

Furthermore, it is important to view middle-brow novels and novels of manners not simply as
responses to the unusual customs and social conditions of the postwar period, but to take into account
the wartime experiences that underlie them, and by doing so, the true value of middle-brow novels and
novels of manners can be grasped. | consider it is necessary to reexamine the descriptions of one writer
and literary history by using the 1940s as a division because we have overlooked the connection

between the wartime period and the postwar occupation period of them.
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