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HRHH AR T 2R EZ RO
A Study of the Reception of Confucian Classics in Ancient and Medieval Japan

Thesis Summary

This dissertation discusses the reception of Confucian classics in ancient and medieval Japan.

This dissertation consists of two parts. The first deals with the characteristics of Spring and Autumn
Annals (Chunqiu) studies in Japan. In Chapter 1, | extensively describe the Spring and Autumn Classic
Zuo Commentary in the former collection of the Kanazawa Bunko. In Chapter 2, | interpret the colophon
of this manuscript. This reveals part of the reality of scholarship between the Kiyohara family and the
Hojo clan in Kamakura. In Chapter 3, | point out the following three points. First, there are textual
differences between the Kanazawa Bunko manuscript and the Kiyohara no Yorinari (1122-1189)
manuscript. Second, | find that the Kiyohara family had already before the Kamakura period begun to
study variations in the text, which would become the subject of various theories in China in the Qing
dynasty. Third, the results of scholarship by the Kiyohara family have even influenced the study of the
Zuo Commentary in modern China.

The second part is a specific examination of how and by whom the Chinese classics were received in
Japan from the early Heian period to the Muromachi period. In Chapter 4, | point out that passages
influenced by Mencius can be found in the Memorial of Opinion written by Miyoshi Kiyotsura (847-918).
Kiyotsura was probably influenced by Han Yu (768-824), who honored Mencius. This is one of the few
instances of reception of "Mencius" found in Japan prior to the Insei period. Chapter 5 discusses the
poem composed by Oe no Masahira (952-1012) on the occasion of a festival in honour of Confucius
(Sekiten). Masahira recognized the importance of Sekiten in Confucian society. However, when the
poems are read, it can be seen that they make explicit reference to Masahira’s personal misfortunes (as
is the case with many of his other poems), to such an extent that the date of composition can be
estimated from the content of each poem. In Chapter 6, | discuss Sino-Japanese poetry composed
around Konoe lezane (1179-1242) with Confucian classics as their subjects, revealing two facts. First,
these poems were composed in the same style as the Sino-Japanese Topic Poetry (kudaishi) that were
popular at the time. Second, they are based on the preface to each classic’s respective commentaries.
In the early Kamakura period, the study of Confucian classics was actively conducted not only by the
Kujo family but also by the Konoe family. Chapter 7 discusses the characteristics of the Chinese
manuscript of the "Lunyu shu Volume 6", newly acquired in the Keio University Library, as a source for
research on Chinese studies in Japan, by comparing it with the "Lunyu yishu" manuscript in the Seike
bunko, Kyoto University Library. As a result, the possibility of contact between the two in medieval Japan

can be pointed out. In Chapter 8, | reveal that Japanese manuscripts of commentaries to Li Jiao's poetry
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were incorporated into the Bunmei-bon Setsu-yo-shu.
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